Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment

Scoping Report



. INTRODUCTION

This document is the Scoping Report for the sustainability appraisal, incorpoarating the
requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment {S5EA) of the Ledbury Meighbourhood
Plan.

This stage of sustainability appraisal invalves compiling background information needed before 3
sustainabilicy appraisal can be undertaken and is referred o as 'scoping’. It establishes an evidence
base for ongoing appraisal work and culminates in a framework of sustainability objectives,

The information contained within this report will be used to assess the extent to which the
emerging neighbourhood plan policies contribute towards sustainable development.

The Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan must be in conformity with higher level planning policy
including the Herefordshire Core Strategy. The Core Strategy has been subject to jts own
sustaimabilicy appraisal and chis report has been informed by that assessment and associated

Sustaimabllicy Appraisal Scoping Report.

The Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan

The Lacalism Act intraduced Nelghbourhaad Planning into the hierarchy of spatial plan making
in England, giving communitias a new right to shape their local areas.

Thie Ledbury Neighbourhood Plan is being produced by a Meighbourhood Planning Working
Party that includes Parish Coundl members and represantatives from local communities.

The Vision for the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan is as follows:

Az o prasperous Market Town, Ledbury will continue to be o vibront, thriving community, both
sociafly and economicaly, with an attractive, well managed ond safe built environment, in
sympathy with the surreunding netural landscape. The town will continue to be a papular

destination os an attractive bloce to shop for residents, the loecal rural commenlty ond vsitors,

with o successfil tourist industry celebrating the town’s heritage.

Residents are proud of Ledbury and gain a sense of well-being from fiving here. There are
currently good services and amendties and a strong sense of community. To maintain this
infrastructure wil be developed in line with the rote of howsing developrment.



The town’s population will Tve, work and blay in high quality, fexible, sustoinoblelenergy
efficient ond welkdesigned buildings with appropriote infrastructure, which meet the needs of
everyome who spends time in the town and which maintain its unigue charocter and heritage.

Currently there is an imbalance between housing and employment building with some 40% of
the working populotion commuting cut of the town, The employment base will be 'grown’,
developing o diverse economy and continuing the technology corrdor’ from the Midlonds, vio
Malvern, in order to ottroct high tech ond R&D businesses in Ledbury.

The employment base will be widened in order to help develop a diverse economy and to
continue the technology corridor from the Midlands via Malvern, in order to atiract high-tech
and RE&D buginessas to Ledbury, The effect of this will be o give the option o many residents
of Ledbinry to work i the town and reduce the number of residents that commute out af the
town to their ploce of work.

Ledbury will be o wiling partner in the development of hipher educotion focilities in
Herefordshire and will look to develop an RED foclity and, if plans for Hereford University go
oheed, o compus.

Ledbury wishes to becorne an areo of sporting excefence for off generations and wil develop
sports focilities o5 the town grows.

The built emaronment will retoin its compact feel and its good connectivity. Sustminable
transport options, such os walking and gpcfing, will be encowraged ond public transport
provisions enfanced. Easy occess fo the surrounding countryside will be maintained. The
Malvern Hills AQNE is the backdrop to the town and all development will be complementary
to the landscope and the wews. This will require design sensitivity and the town will devedap
and maintain o Design Staterment/Guide.

Green space will be protected and biediversity sofeguarded, while the town's relationship with
the open countryside will be stremgthened through the prioritised wse of wban trees,
landscaping and decorative planting throughout ol developments,

Ledbury’s role 08 o prosperous market town with o diverse sconomy, incheding a burgeoning
towrist industry, will be protected and enhanced while the heritage of the town will be preserved
and celebrated. The town will cherish and nurture its vibrant retail core, and will grow its
reputation for markers ond festivals. Traders will be encouraged to provide o wide range of
retoll offerings in order to enhance the standing of Ledbury as o prime wisitor destination.
Increasing sustaimability within the town will meon that Ledbury steadily pains the repurtation
for being o Green Tawn,



|.8  The Objectives for the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan have been defined as follows:
HOI: To ensure that new housing in Ledbury meets the needs of residents.
HO2: To ensure that all new housing in Ledbury is developed in o sustainoble maner.

HO3: To recognise and provide for the growth in the needs for older persons and related specialist
housing as identified in o Stidy of the Howsing and Support needs of Oider Peopre i Herefordshire,

HO4: To provide sustainable ond offordable homes for kool singles and young families.
HOS; To encourage individual and community based seff-build profects.

EE[: Strengthen ond grow the presance of key employment sectovs by o defiverable mix of
sustainable employment sites to cater for future growth. In particuiar, the town wishes to encourage

high quality long term employment, business start-wps and creative mdustries. Key employment sectors
include:

- Independent and national retail

- Tourism - domestic end business/doy, overnight and short visit
- Research and Science

= Muamufeciuring and Distribution

- Engineering

- Fouod & Drink

- Apriciltural services

- Professional services

- Art, Design & the Creative Industries

- Healthcare

EE2: Prormote and enhance focilities necessary to attract visitors and 1o encourdge taursm,

EEZ: Promote the Town Centre as the destination of chaice for retail, lesuee and commimminy octiities in
order to enhance the appeorance ond hitoric character of the tomwn

BEI: To ensure that Ledbury maintaing its choracier as @ mavket town with new development
sympathatic in style and form to the immediste suraundings. Future development will contribiute to the
presarvation of the averall distinctiveness of the tawn

BEZ2: To protect the transition from town centre 1o edge of town, where it & more rurdl, 50 that any
new ‘edge of town’ development maintaing the character of the current rural boundary.

HRI: To promate enhancerment of the hstovic environment and buildings within the central area of the
LOWR CERTre,

ME [: To mointain, enhance and increase existing open spaces, trees, and hedgerows in onder to
promote and support witdiife and biodiersity.

MEZ2: To promote locol food production and encowrape small-scale, sustomable producers.



ME3; To commission and update o lendscope impoct assessment of local industriol fevel agriculture on
msues such os kcal flooding and visual appearance in order to eénsure that this sort of activity does not
detrimentally frpact upen the existing natural beauty, biodiversity and visual appeal of the Ledbury and
surrounding greas.

MNE4: Ta register the historic woods above Ledbury oz being community assets for both their historical
significance ond their utility to Ledbury os sources of sustamable wood supplies ond sites of notwral
beauty and wildife bodiversity that moke Ledbury an altractive owrst destineaiom,

MNES: To develop Ledbury as a forward thinking, self-reliant and sustainable hifestyle commumity to
reflect increasing cimate change challenges.

CLI: To protect and enhance our Graen Spaces, open areas and woodlond areas incuding Riverside
Park, Line Bank Town Trad ond Dog Hill, Conigree and Frith Woods.,

CL2: To improve and mcreose varied tybes of focilities for youth octivithes,

CL3: To provide local medical ond care focilities commensurate with population growth and the
increasing needs of the more elderfy in the community.

CL4: To protect, increase and improve all existing sport & leisure for indoor and owtdoor recreation/
Ieisure in line with Notional Stondards.

TRI: To promote the use of sustanotde transport methods such as opcling, walking ard public
transport as primary means of getting around Ledbury both within the existing settiement and the
proposed Strategic Allocation site.

TR2: To provide o satisfactory supply of cor and gpdle porking and coach drop-off and pick-up points in
the vicinity of the town centre, in order to meet the needs of residents and visitors.

TR3: To encouroge the use of Ledbury Rollway Station a5 o transport hub for Ledbury and District by
Improving occess and facilities with additional parking.

INI: To encourage the provision of @ new tri-service emergency centre for Ledbury.



1.9

.10

iz

1.13

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment

Delivering sustainable development is the core principle underpinning the planning system.
Indeed, Paragraph |4 of the NPPF sates that “at the heart of the Mational Planning Policy
Framework is a presumption in favour of sustinable development, which should be seen as a
golden thread running through both plan making and decision-taking'.

The purpase of sustainabiliy appraisal & o promote the objectives of sustinable development
within planning. This is done by appraising the social, environmental and economic effects of a
plan from the cutset and in doing so, helping to ensure that sustainable development is treated

in an integrated way in the preparation of the plan.

Sustaimability appraizal helps o deliver the UK Sustainable Development Strategy. This strategy
defines the goal of sustainable development as “to enable all people throughout the world to
satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a better quality of life, without compromising the quality of
life of future generations”. It sets out five guiding principles to achieve it

living within environmental limits

ensuring & strong, healthy and just sochety

achieving a sustainable sconomy

promoting good governance

using sound science responsibly

ma oo @

In the UK, the Strategic Environmental Assessment process has been incorporated into the
Sustainability Appraisal process. Therefore where this report refers to the Sustainabilicy
Appraisal, it can be assumed this also means the Scrategic Environmentzl Assessment. It
therefore aims o predict the effects of the policies and proposals of the Ledbury
Meighbourhaeed Plan and has been used to inform ts production o ensure that the policies
promote sustainable development.

Legal requirements

It is not a lagal requirement for Neighbourhood Plans 1o undertake sustainabilicy appraisal as sec
aut in section |9 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, A Meighbourhood Plan
Group must, however, demonstrate how its plan will contribute to achieving sustainable

developmeant.



I.14 Therea is a requirement however to carry out a sooping report to consider the need to carry
out a Serategic Environmental Assessment.

SEA Directive 2001/42(EC legal requirements:

1.15 A Stracegic Environmental Assessment, as defined by European Directive 2001 /42, aims to
predict and assess the environmental effects that are likely to arise from plans, policies and
strategios. It is a process for assessing and micigating the negative environmental impaces of
specific plans and programmaes,

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

l.I& The process of sustainabilicy appraisal also incorporates the requirements of the EU Strategic
Enwironmental Assessment (SEA) Directive, To meer this requirement, officers mast start by
considering whether or not the Meighbourhood Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the

EnYIronment.

.17 The Neighbourhood Plan s likely 1o have significant environmental effects. Accordingly, the
Meighbourhood Plan sustinabilicy appraisal will incorporace the requirements of an
anvironmental assessment, in line with the SEA Directive, A copy of the SEA Screening
Determination is provided as Appendix 3 to this report.

[.18 To show how the requirements of the SEA Directive are met during the appraisal process, a
checkhise s provided in the Quality Assurance Checklist (Appendix 2).

Sustainability Appraisal Methodology

.19 The following sections contain a brief summary of the key SEA stages that will be completed
during the preparation of the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan, The methodalogy used follows
nartional guidance.

120 There are five stages in the sustainabilicy appraisal process:
Stage A — Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the
SCEIFE.
Stage B — Developing and refining plan options.



Stage C — Appraising the efiects of the plan.
Stage D — Consulting on the draft Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan and the 5A Report,
Stage E - Monitoring and implementation of the plan.

Stage A = Scoping

12| This Scoping Report is the first seage of che Sustainable Environmental Assessment as laid out in

the table overleaf,

1.22 The Scoping Report sets out the information required to complete Stage A - Le. to collect the
information required to establish the key issues facing the Neighbourhood Plan Area. This
report will undertake an analysis of the reladgonship of the Meighbourhood Plan with other plans
and strategies at various levels, gather baseline environmental, social and economic data about
the town and finally identify the key sustainability issues thar the Plan should seek to address,

1.23 Scage A of the sustainability process, covered by this report, indludes five key elements:

=  Swage Al — The identification of national, regional and local plans, programmes, policies
an sustainabilicy objectives that will impact upon the emerging Meighbourhood Plan;

* Stage AZ — The collection of baseline information to provide a picture of past, present
and likely future conditions within the area. Key sources of information include census
data; population forecasts; commissioned scudies and local public consultation. Through
this stzge indicators can be developed to monitor the effects and performance of the
Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan;

* Smage A3 — |dentification of sustainability issues and problems affecting the area, which
can be addressed through the development of policies and proposals within the
Meighbourhood Plan;

*  Stape A4 - Developrment of a Sustainabllicy Appraisal Framework to assess the impacts
of the emerging Flans objectives, policies and proposals; and

*  Stage A5 — Consultation on the appropriateness and robustness of the scope of the
sustainability appraisal and proposed apprasal framewark,
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Ledbury in Context

.24 The Ledbury Neighbourhood Plan Area includes the town of Ledbury and surrounding areas.
There are no other significant settlements within the Plan Area, alcthough there are some
groupings of residential units such as at Rowland's Green.

e
A o
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125 The Ledbury Meighbourhood Flan Area is broadly consistent with the Ledbury 201 | Census
Cutput Area if one removes Qutput Area ERIOTOEE ], which covers Eastnor and open
countryside to the south of Ledbury. The Ledbury Output Area (minus Eascnor ERO070B6 1) will
therefore be used for the purposes of this document to demonstrate the demographic profile of
the Meighbourhood Plan Area.

1.26 Ledbury is locaced in south-east Herefordshire surrounded by farmiand and areas of woodland.
It lies betwean the River Leadon and a line of wooded hills to the east (The Frith, Dog Hill and
The Conigree) which form the border of the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Matural Beauty.

127 Ledbury acts as a local centre providing shops and services for the immediate area but faces
competition from local and regional centres such as Hereford, Ross and Malvern.

1.28 The town centre is well preserved including historic medieval buildings. As a consequence
Ledbury is popular with tourists.



2. STAGE Al: REVIEW OF THE RELEVANT POLICES, PLANS AND
PROGRAMMES.

21  Step Al of the Scoping Report reviews the national, regienal and local plans and programmes
that should be taken into account during the preparation of the Ledbury Meighbourhood Flan,

SEA Directive Requirements

The environmental report should inclode an outline of the contents, main objectives af the plan
or programme and relationship with other relevant plans and programmes” Annex | (&)

The enviranmentl report should include “the environmental protection objectives, establishod
ar international, Community or Member 5S@te level, which are relevant to the plan or
programme’’ Annex | ().

EL) SEA Directive2 001 j42/EC

Mational Policy Context

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 20122
Type of document Matienal Planning Palicy Decument

Timescale -

Sets out the Government's planning pedicles for England in a single decumsent that
replaces all of the previous Planning Policy Satemencs and Flanning Podicy

Crverview

Guidance Motes.
s There shauld be a presumption 0 Evour of susminable development
+  Local Plans should include policies thas will guide how the prosumption
will be applied locally

|2 core knd-use principles- planning should:
*  be genvinely plan-led;
= not simply be about scruting but instead be a creative exercise;
»  drive and support suscainable economic development:
= al seak to securn hi lity design;

T:“Bﬂﬁf - ;:Tnmmt af the dﬁhﬁhmqurlll:: mm of different areas;
jectives s suppert the oransition o a low carbon fuoure;

#  contribute to consaring and enhancing the nateral environment;
»  encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been

praviousty developed (brownfield land);

#  promoto mixed-use developments;

v conserve heriage assecs;

»  actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible
usa of public transport, walking and cyding and

| nitp:/fac europa.eufenvicoment/siafseg-legalcontext him
? hips e gov ukfgovemment/usloads isyviternfuploodsiattachment dota/fle/607//2] | 4750, pdf




+  pake sccount of and suppert local straregies v improve healch,
social and outtural wellbeing for all,

Implications for the
Ledbury MNP

Local Policy Context

The Meighbourhood Plan must be compliant with the MPPF and wake ince
zccount all relevant policies

The Plan should promote sustainable development

Must take into account the |2 core land-use principles

Herefordshire Core Strategy; Pre-Submission Document May 20147

Implications for the
Ledbury NP

Type of document Davelopment Plan Documeant (Emarging)
YearTimescale li-31
Overview Sets out the overarching principles in the form of 3 vision, objecthves and policies
thar will guide development across the County up oo 203 |
+  To meet the housing neads of the commumnity
#  Delver improved infrastructure to support ecancmic development & a
growing populasan
# PFromore a thriving economy and provide sufficient employment land oo
Key messagos meet businesses’ mesds
objectives Provect and enhance natural and bullt environmenits

Addrass issues arising from an ageing population
Meet the challenge of climate change

Promone & enable healthy [ifestdes

Achiove sustainable development

Ledbury must continue to be 3 thriving service centre bo i3 surrounding rural
dred

Ledbury is required to deliver BOD homes and 12 ha of empleyment land
over the Core Surategy plan periad

The MDF must be in full compliance with the Herefordshire Core

Srravegy

Herefordshire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment

Type of document Evidence
Year/Timescale w012
o y The Stracegic Hoasing Land Asailabilicy Assesasment (SHLAA) is an evidence base
i document [ustifying housing sice allocations in the Core Stravegy.
+  Toidentify sites with potential for housing development
*  Toassess the sites for their housing potential
Key messages/ 4
bt . Ta consider when a site could be developed

The identification of sites in and arcund Ledbury considered suitable and
those considerad unsutabis

Implications for the
Ledbury NP

The MP should be informad by the findings of che SHLAA whers
TECESSArY

ARSI

¥ htbos: fewees herefordshire. ooy uk/medic/ 7848348 'nre-submission pubdcalion pdf



Herafordshire Local Housing Market Assassmant

Type of document Evidence

Year Timescale 20113

i The Local Housing Marker Assessment [s an evidence base document oo inform
| the provision of market and affordable homaes in the Councy

Key messages! # Todemonsrate housing nesds and affordabllfcy in Herefordshire

ohjectives # To provide the evidence to inform housing polices in the Core Strategy

Implications for the
Ledbury NP

& Providon of evidencs that can be wed o nform howsing objectves and
poficias in the Meighbourhood Flan

Herefordshire Housing Requirements Study

Type of document Evidence
Yearf Timescale 2012

Technleal zeseqament of the howsing marker and potendal fues local housing
Dvarview market requiramants which supparts planning policy regarding the amount of

proswth, housing tenure and housing type neaded wichin Herefordshire up o 2031,
Koy messages/ s |dentfies any currant gaps in provision,
objectives #  Looks ac likely need in 2031

1

Implications for the »  Prosision of evidence that can be used to inform housing objectives and
Ledbury NP policies in the Meighbourhood Flan

Herefordshire Local Transport Plan

Ledbury NP

Type of document | Corporate
Year Timescale | 2013-15
o rﬁw_ o | The LTP sets out the councils stravegy for supporting economic growth, social

| inchusion and reducing environmental impacts of tansport

|

¢ To reduce congestion in Hereford Ciry and Increase accessibilicy by less
:I:? :;::':'Eﬂ polluting and healthier forms of transport than the private car
” #  To maincin access for rural residenes and people withour access to a car

Implications for the

¢ The MNP should be informed by the findings of the LTP where necessary




Herefordshire Draft Gypsies and Travellers Assessment

Type of document Evidance
Year Timescale 013
Overvt Examines the accommaodation provisban and needs of Gypsies and Travallers
across Herefordshire
® 31% of households surveyed had some sort of accommodation need
Kay messagoes # |0 househalds (56%) had a requiremant far bricks and mortar houging,
objectives # indicates a ol addigonal requirement for 7 pivches and 9 onits of RAL

(Registered Social Landlard) accommosdation within Hersfordshire

Implications for the
Ledbury MP

&= The Ledbury MP must establish whether any of the identified need falls
within the MNP area and make approprizee provision

Herefordshire Economic Development Strategy

Type of document Corporate
Year/Timescale | 2011
Overview Airng to inereais the averal]l economic owtput of Herefordshire through various
propasals including supperting the growth of businesses.
s Bustaining business survival and growth
Key messages! #  Increasing wage levels, range and quality of jobs
objectives = Having a skilled population to mest future work needs
-

Dieveloping the counory's built infrastructure so enterprisa can flourish

Implications for the
Ledbury MNP

s Mone of note

Herefordshire Employment Land Study

Type of document Cormporate
Year Timescale 2001l
it Aims to increase tha overall sconomic cutput of Herefordshire through various
e prepasals including supporting the grewth of businesses,
»  Susgining business survival and grewth
Key messages/ * Increasing wage lewels, range and quality of jobs
objectives »  Having a skifled population to meset fure work needs
L

Developing the country's built infraseructure so enterprise can Bourish

Implications for the
Ledbury NP

=  Have regard oo the study's aims




Herefordshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan

Ledbury NP

Type of document Evidence

Year Timescale 2007

Pkl s H-umﬂu the priority I-nblt.lu am:.l species thar are of impertance locallty and
require focused conservation action

iy eiai N, - Useful Biodiversity information in the Ledbury area

objectives

hripliciauns b the +  Consider hew the Ledbury NP can help to deliver the LBAP pricrities

Herefordshire Green Infrastructure Study

Type of document Evidence
YearTimescale 010
- Develops 2 framewark of nacural and culourally imponane features and functions
Overview s that planning for a sustaimable future is at the heart of planning within
Harifordehite.
=  Establishment of poficies and principles for the protection and
r:ir MF:“"‘ enbancarent of those features and functions that contribuces oo the
environment of Herefordshire across a range of scales.
:.“a-'d:::l::fﬂ:#“; for e *  Consider how the Ledbury NP can help to deliver the HGIS priorities

Herefordshire Playing Pitch Assessment

Ledbury NP

Type of document Evidence

Year/Timescale 2012

it An assessment of provision and needs of outdoor sports pitches and facilities for
the county,

Key mesiages/ Identifies any current gaps In prowision,

objectives Looks at likely need in 203

Implications for the #  The MP should be informed by che findings of che Playing Fitch

Bccessment




Malvern Hills AONB Management Plan

Type of document Corporare
.Eﬂﬂmamt 200914
Overview Docurnent setting cut how the AONE shauld be managed.
»  Conserve the AOMBs special qualities
::"_urtztn::guﬂ ¢ Manzge the pressures on those qualides

¢ |mprove the AQMNE for current and future generations

Implications for the
Ledbury NP

#  Consider the impact of all NP policies and allocations on the setting of
the ACHE.

Ledbury Rapid Townscape Assessment

Ledbury HP

Type of document Evidenca
Year Timescale 000
i Overdew To define broad charactor areas within the Ledbury sectlement area
¢ Taodefine broad character areas within the Ledbury semlement area
= Todescribe their visible historie and rewnseape characrerispes in
Key messages! sufficlent detall to Inform stracegic options for spatial planning policy and
ohjectives to contribute o an urban capacity study,
¥  To ldentfy lssues chat may need oo be addressed in the spatial
manzgement of the respective areas,
Implications for the e The MP will need to have regard o the cutcomes of the RTA, espacially

In respect of identfying sites.




3. BASELINE INFORMATION

SEA Directive Reguiremants

The environmental report should inclade “the relevant aspects of the current state of the
enyironment and the likaly evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme”
Annax | 5]

The eavirafiment raport should include “che environmenta! charceeristics of areas likely 1o be

significantly-affecced” Annex |{c)

Introduction

31 Step A2 of the Scoping Report provides an outline summary of the environmental, social and
eccnomic baseline situation in Ledbury. |t provides the basis for predicting and monitoring
environmental and sustainability effeces of the neighbourhood plan and can help to identify
problems and potential solutions.

3.2  This section outlines a summary of the enviranmental and sestainabilicy baseline information for
Ledbury set out by sustainability topic as displiyed in the table overleaf,



Sustainability theme

SEA Directive Topic

Datazets included

Air Quality Rir

Biodiversity & Bicdiversity, flora &
Geodiversity fauna

Climate Change Climatic factors
Economic Factors Material assets
Hizstoric Environment RN R VT T

Population, material

Housing
s Assets

Landscape

Landscape

Miterial Assets Material assets

Population and Population, human
(Quality of Life health

20l Sail

Al Popuiation

WWater Water

Air gualicy maonizoring

Habieats

Bicdiversicy opportunicy areas
Speties

Marure conservation designatons
Geo-diversity

Effects of climate change
Greenhouse gas emissions

Climate change adaption

Econcanic screciure

Employment sectors

Education and skifls

Hpes and premises

Employment dermand and land supply
Unemployment & sconomlie actvity

 Histaric development of the Town

_Archaeclogical assers

Housing stock, type tenures ind completions
Hausing prices and affiordable housing

The Makern Hills AQNE
Landscape characzar
Bites analysis

Minerals

Waste and recycling

Renewable enargy provision
Groan infrasorecturs

Echnicicy

Migracion and community patterns.
Invdices of multiple deprivation

 Crime

Loil resource
Sail quality

Transporeatan infrastrucore
Made of transport

Accessibilicy

Whatercourses
Water resources

‘Water qualicy
Hooding



Air Quality

Air quality manitoring

Mitrogen dioxide s currently monitored at one location in Ledbury at sive 50 (Ledbury Town
Centre). This site falls well below the objective level although it has increased o 24.78 gim3 in 2010
from 20. [g'm3 in 200%.

There are no significant air quality issues in Ledbury.

Biodiversity & Geo-diversity

Hobitats

The River Leadon together with its associated marginal and bankside habitats is an imporant
biodiversity feature, providing scrong habitat finkages around the town. It provides cover and
foraging ground for many species such as otters and bats.

Species-rich hedgerows, ditches, roadside verges and green lanes are widespread arcund Ledbury,
The disused railway corridor through the centre of the town provides an important and almost

contimuous wildlife corridor.

Spectes
Legally protected and priority species of flora present in the Ledbury Meighbourhood Flan Area
include:

=  Wild Dafiadil

Legally protected and priority species of fauna presant in the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan Area
include:

»  Great crested newt
=  Bat
o Dormouse

* Badger
& Barn owl
= Peregrine Falcon

Mature Conservation Designations
Geological Sites include:




*  Knapp Lane Quarry (RIGS_044)
e Ledbury Tunnel Quarry (RIGS_045)
o Coneygres Woaod Site (RIGS_01&)

= Sites of Special Scientific Intorest
#  Ledbury Cutting 5551
» Upper Farm Quarry & Grassland 5551

In 2010/1 | 27% of Herefordshire's 5551 land was in unfavourable condition, while in 2010 24% of
land was in favourable condition (an increase of 2% from 2008). The proportion of 335 land that
was in unfavourable condition but recovering increased between 2010 and 2012 going from 41% o
65%. The proporton of 555! land in unfavourable and declining condition had also decreased from
4% to 1'%, Herefordshire's 5551s are in very poor condition compared to the country as a whole
where $6. 1% of all land was in favourable condition as of April 2014,

There are 7 Special Wildlife Sites (3W5) in the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan Area as depicted in
the map below.

There are currently no Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or any Special Protection Areas
{SPAs) within the Ledbury Neighbourhood Plan Area.




Climate Change

Energy Consumption

Table | reveals that electricity consumption in 2011 was on average lower in Ledbury than in the
rest of the County and England. This represented a significant reduction of an average of over |,500
KwH per household from 2006, when average consumption was [ower than in Herefordshire but
higher than the rest of England,

Likewdse, gas consumption s on average lower in the town than in the rest of Herefordshire and
significantly lower than the rest of England. Consumption of gas fell consistently across the board in

the 5 years between 2006 and 201 1.

Table | Ledbury Herefordshire England

I 1006 2011 2006 | 2011 2006 | 2011

Average consumption of Ordinary 3891 | 3485 4397 4070 4029( 3777
Domestic Blectricity (KwH)

Average consumption of Economy 6616 | 5515 06 | 6,711 6078 | 5478
¥ Domestic Electricity (KwhH)

Toral Domestic Electricity 10507 | 9,000 11903 | 10,791 | 10,107 | 9,255
Consumption (KwH)

Average consumption of Domestic | 16,098 | 12413 | 18234 | 12,507 | 18216 | 14,173
Gas (Kwi ) =

Source: Ledbury Nelghbourfaod Sammany; hgalwrrnsighbourhood satsagarall

Orverall enargy usage in Ledbury compares wall with both the regional and national averages.
Consequently Ledbury residents appear to be making a significant contribution towards combating
climate change through more efficient use of anergy.

Economic Factors

Econormic Activily

A higher-than-the-mational-average proportion of people in Ledbury are econamically active - 72. 1%
compared wich the national average of 70.0%, despite there being more retired people (| 8.3% of
the population) in Ledbury than is the case nationally (| 3.7%). This can partly be acoributed to
Ledbury’s comparatively ageing population which means that there are fower full-time students in




the town than there are on average nationally. There are also fewer people locking after the home
or the family and fewer long-term sick or disabled people than the national average.

Proportion of adults;
Retired 24 6%
Unamployed 1.T%
Employed SE9%

Tabie £

The race of unemployment at the time of the 2001 1 Census was 3.1%, kower than the figure for
England (4.4%) and slightly lower than the figure for Herefordshire of 3.3%.

[ Table 3
: MNumber *
Adults Mot in Employment (KS106EW)
All households 4315
Mo adults in employment in household: With dependent children 91 L1%
Mo adults in employment in househeold: No dependent children 1600 7.1%
Dependent children in household: All ages 1051 24.4%
Dependent children in household: Age 0w 4 399 9.1%
One person in household with a long-term health problem or 165 1.8%
disability: With dependant children
One person in household with a long-term health problem or 1039 24, |%
disabilivy: Mo dependent children
Table 4
Economic Activity (KS&01EW)
All categories: Economic activity £731 |
Employee: Part-time 1015 15.1%
Employee: Full-time 2606 3B8.7%
Self-employed with employees I62 14%
Economically active:
Self-employed withour employess 619 9.3%
L Unemp-l;w;& - L 3%
Full-dime student 168 1.5%
Retirad 1230 18.3%
Student (including full-time students) 207 3.1%
Economically inactive: | Looking after home or family 200 30%
Long-term sick or disabled 181 7%
Other 121 | B%




Emnprayment Sectors

The largest employment sectors by percentage of the working population are:

*  Wholesale and retail trade {17.5%)
s  Manufacturing (14.7%)
Health and social work (12.4%)

Of those in employment In Ledbury, around 70% are in full tme employment while 303 work part-
e,

According to the Herefordshire Empéoyment Land Study 2012, Ledbury ‘has a good balance of
employment pravision which is primarily focussed on the industrial and warehouse sector. There is
some office provision however the town does not function as a key office location',

Employment Land Provision

Ledbury has two principle employment areas at Bromyard Road Induserial Estate and the recently
extended Lower Road Trading Estate. Key employers in the area include ABE.,, Rexan High
Performance Flexibles, Sequand, Swmrt Houghoon, Galebreaker and Dickinson,

Supply of employment land in and arcund the town is good, however some of the sites are tired
and most date back 20 years or more. There are few high quality, modern employment units
available,

Ledbury has excellent access to the M50 and che M5 making it a great location for industry located
around the ring-road. Employment sites to the north of the town have the advantage of che raibway
station.

Dver S0% of employment in Ledbury is indusorial, slightly higher than the average for Herelordshire,
whila the propartion of office-based employment is lower than the county averape, The town has
significantly abowve average sales activity but otherwise the surveyed employment activity in Ledbury
is broadly in line with the rest of the County.

YWare- :
Area Offices Sales R&D Industrial Other
housing |
Ledbury 15.8% 9.4% 20.4% 0% 51.5% 2.9%
Herefordshire 21.2% 1.9% 22.4% 7% 48.9% L%
Table 5 - Distribution of Employment Tybes




Major area of
employmant knd
Minor area of
employment knd
Identifisd furure
employment land

Tabde & Market

Site Attractiveness Sustainability Classification

|. Lower Road Trading Estate 3 2 Good

2. Land north of Viaduct (no PP} 3 2 Poor

3. Land north of Viaduct (+ PP} 4 2 Good

4. Land ar Little Marcle Road 3 2 Moderata

5. Bromyard Road 3 2 Good

by in
best)

Majar Emplogment Areas bn Ledbury and market sttroctiveness & switability rated
the Herefordshire County Employmment Lond Study 2012 {1 = poar; 4=

2 kitps ) Sewnes harefordshire. ooy uk fmediaf 437 8207 ‘Employmant Land Study 201 2 pdf




Education & Skills

Schools

There is one primary school in Ledbury - Ledbury Primary Schoal, which is rated "Good' by Ofsted,
and one secondary schoaol - john Masafield High School, also rated 'Good'. The schoaling’
geographic area does not match with the Neighbourhood Plan Area. Children from ourside of the
designated area travel to Ledbury to attend both the Primary and High Schoal.

Qualifications

Tobie 7 - Qualifications Gained (QS50IEW)

All usual residents aged |6 and over 7138

M qualifications 811 23%
1-4 O levels/CSE/GTSES (any grades), Entry Level, Foundation Diplama 177 | 1%
MV Level |, Foundation GNVYQ, Basic Skills 543 7%
5+ O level (Passes)/C5Es (Grade | WGCSEs (Grades A®-C), School 2845 -
Certificate, | A level/2-3 AS levels/VCEs, Higher Diploma

MNVQ Level 2, Intermediate GMVYQ, City and Guilds Craft, BTEC Gt o
First!/General Diploma, R5A Diploma

Apprenticeship 471 &%
2+ A levels/VCEs, 4+ AS levels, Higher School Certificate, o e
Progression/Advanced Diploma

NVQ Lovel 3, Advanced GNVQ, City and Guilds Advanced Craft, ONC, &% i
OO, BTEC Mational, R5A Advanced Dhiploma

Degree (for example BA, Bsc), Higher degree (for example MA, FhD, e i
PGCE)

"NVQ Level 4-5, HNC, HND, RSA Higher Diploma, BTEC Higher Level 393 5%
Professional qualifications (eg. teaching, accountancy) [ 409 i) 8% I
Orther vocationaliwork-related qualifications |48 8%
Foreign qualifications 389 5%




In the 201 | Census 16% of adults were qualified to degree level or above, compared to 15% in
Herefordshire as a whole and | 7% in England. 23% of the adult population of Ledbury have no
qualification which is in line with the averages for Herefordshire at 23% and England ac 22%.

Historic Environment

Heritage

Ledbury has a distinctive character and a unigue local identity owing to its rich history and builc
heritage.

A large portion of Ledbury’s town csntre i5 covered by a Conzervation Area which covers the
Central Commercial/Historical Area and includes a multitude of listed buildings, many tmber-
framed, including the 17th Century Market House. Indeed, in totl there are 173 listed buildings in
Ledbury and |8 Grade I* listed buildings within the Historic Core. The remainder are Grada Il
The Grade | listed buildings within che town are:

#  Parish Church of 5c Michael and All Saints and the church wower
&  Ledbury Park
= Marker House

Choracter Areas

The character of the rest of the town largely refleces the recent history of the town which grew
rapidly berween the |980s and the 20005 fram a small town of around 3,500 to the medium-sized
town of nearty 10,000 people that it is today. Consequenty, while the town centre and
surrounding areas constitute the historic core of Ledbury, the north, south and west of the town
daee very miuch from the latter 20th Century, The southern end of the town for example has a
distinctive character, all the housing having been bailt during the same period in the | 980s,

As part of the analysis of the Historic Environment, in the evidence base for the Meighbourhood
Plan, the Council zarried out a Rapid Townscape Assessment. This assessment broke the town
down into the following areas:

» Central Commerciall Historical Area: centred around the Scuthend, High Street. the
Church and the southern part of the Homend [(LBCAL & 2)

s Areas of |9 early 20t Century Development: predominantly made up of development
either side of the Homend, around Knapp Lane, and Bank Crescent to the east and
Mewbury Parle and The Langland to the west (LbCA4), but also including development
around Mew Street and Bridge Street (LBCAI).




Areas of later 2002 |= Century Developmeant: The Mew Mills estate to the north-west of
the town (LbCAS) and Deer Park residential area to the south of the town (LbCAT).

* Trading/Industrial Estates: such as the North Ledbury Trading Estave (LbCAS) and the West
Ledbury Trading Estate (LbCAS).




Housing

Typees & tenuves

The 9,300 residents of Ledbury live in 4, 188 houssholds, an average household size of 1.22 people.
Detached homes and bungalows are the most prevalent type of residential units in the town,
accounting for BY% of properties. There are relatively few flats or apartments in the town.

Two and three bedroom properties are the most common dwelling sizes in the town, Ledbury has
more 2 badroom properties but fewer 3 bedroom homes than the national average. There are
propoertonally fewer one bedroom properties but more large (e, 4 & 5 bedroom) properties chan in
England as a whole.

| Tabie 8 = Owerall Ledbury has a wide choice of properties,
House size st ] el The relatively small supply of one bedroom
properties does not necessarily reflect the needs
i 0.0% 0.2% of the ageing demographic of the town however.
I bedroom B g I 1B Ledbury has on average more small houssholds
{i.e. 0-2 bedrooms) than the county and national
2 bedrooms 32.9% 279 averages, and fewer larger homes (3-5
T —- bedrooms). There are a significantly higher
3 bedrooms 3T.2% 4].2% propertion of 2-bedroom households in the
4 bedrooms 1725 14.4% town than nationally on average.
5 ar more 38% 4.6%

Ledbury has a high rate of home ownership, with almost 70% of homes being owner oocupied.
According to Loopla, the average price pald for a standard property in the 3 years to 2013 was £215,823,
This was the second highest of any of the main towns in Herefordshire and 7.3% above the County
average, In 2013 demched propertes in Ledbury sold for an average of £281.243, terraced properties
for an average of £171,02] and semi-detached properties for an average of 172,031,

The Herefordshire Local Housing Market Assessment notes thar, ‘while average prices for all propery
types were above the County average, there was a notable premium for larger detached and semi-
detached homes in the HMA"

‘Private rencal levels came out similarly ranked, with the ‘entry level' monthly rental being estimaced as
ranging from £400 for a one-bed flat to £900 for a four-bed house'.

It is escimated that an income of £26,400 iz required to access market housing, but at an income of
*£21.120 is required to access intermediate housing within the Ledbury HMA'. bt is estimated that, within
the Ledbury HMA, 27% of households will be able to afford intermediate housing with 73% requiring
social rentedfaffordable rented housing,




Table #
All ol et Ledbury | Herefords. | England
Owned outright 40.6% I94% 30.6%
Owned with a mortgage or loan 26.7% 18.3% 128%
‘Part owned and Fart rented 1.9% L% | 08% |
Social rented: Total [3.7% 13.9% | 7.7%
Private rented: Total | &.4% 15.5% |6.8%
Living rent free 1.3% | |.9% I.3%
Landscape
Landscape

Mone of the land around Ledbiry has been assessed as having low sensithity.

The land berween the raitway viaduct and the industrial estate on the Bromyard Road is assessed as
having medium-low sensitivity.

Both the Old Wharf sports ground & foorball ground and the land to the south and west of the
LIBL site are considered to be areas of medium sensitivicy.

There are a number of sites considered to be of high-medium sensitivity. These areas are:

- Land south of the Ledbury bypass

- Land south of Redhill Wood and West of the UBL site

- Land becween the River Leadon and YWall Hill & Plaistow
- lLand to the west of Bromyard Road

The kand to the east of Bromyard Road, the Homend, the Southend and the A417 i considersd o
be of high sensitivity, for reasons of high quality, wooded AOMNB landscape, historic landscape
character, being elevated and visually prominent and being very low density with a scattered
sectlement patoern,




Material Assets

Waste

The Ledbury Sewage Treatment Works (5TW) under 5evern Trent Water has capacity for some
2,500 houses, alchough some refurbishment work to the terminal pumping station would be neaded.

Green Infrastruciare

Ledbury has good connections to the councryside, although the bypass (Leadon Way) does form a
manmade barrier between the town and the surrounding land. The River Leadon to the west of the
town and is accessible to the public through the linear Riverside Parle




Running through the centre of the town is the route of the former Ledbury to Gloucester rallway
branch line, now forming the Ledbury Town Walk. A continuous linear green space, footpath and
cycle way links Hereford Road in the north, near the railway station, with Lirtle Marcle Road in the
south, near to the town cemetery. The Town Walk provides easy access to substantial housing
areas, the primary school and town centre.
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Play space

There are a number of areas of open space within Ledbury although the Open Space, Sport and
Recreation Policy Direction Paper (Jan 2010) produced by Herefordshire Council found that there
WS

Extensive under provision of parks and gardens and outdoor sports faclities;
- Extensive over provision of natural and semi-natural green space.

—




Within these areas of open space there are 9 Local or Meighbourhood Play Areas of which one is
managed by the Parish Coundil and the remainder by Herefordshire (one in conjunction with a
Housing Assoctation),

Commiwnity Focilities
Community Halis: Churches & Religious buildings:
=  Burgage Hall » Methodisc Church
s Heritage centre first floor #  Baprist church
= TCO pink rooms * Cachelic Church meeting room
Pubs & Hotels: o Masters House
s Prince of Wales Sparts Clubs:
= Feathers Hotel »  Rugby club
s Royal Oak & Football club
s The Retreat * Cricket club
= Seven Stars + Tennis club
*  The Horseshos s«  Bowls club
Alatments

There is one existing allotment site within the Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan area. It is understond
neither to be fully occupied nor to have a waiting list for vacant sives. Consequently the provision is
currently seen as sufficient.

Health Provision
Ledbury has the following medical facilicies:

#  Ledbury Market Surgery, empioying 5 P
» 5t Katherine's Surgery, employing 7 GPs

& Ledbury Minor Injuries Unic

* Ledbury Market Lodge

The two GP practices in the town, Ledbury Market Surgery and 5t Katherine’s Surgery have 4,628
and 8,738 regictered patients respectively and neither i at full capacity given thar they are both
currently accepting new patients.




Care Prowision
Ledbury has the following Care Facilities:

Ledbury Mursing Home

Leadon Bank Extra Care Housing

Keeper's Cottage (residential care)
s |Ledbury Intermediate Care Unit

Population & Quality of Life

Popuiation
The Ledbury Meighbourhood Plan Area hasa Population 1991 | 2001 | 2011
PRPUMEGU S AEpiaRly HART o bury Urban | 6216 | 8491 | 8862
sicarding v clie 04 Cenmpniilethadows: | - purpbiban: 16, : :

of Ledbury has a population of 8,861 -

The town has grown significantly since the middle of the 20th Century and the population has
increased by 43% since 1991,

There are 7,626 people classified as being in their ‘adult [festage’ (aged |16+) in the town and 1,742
under the age of |6. The proportion of children in Ledbury is lower than the national average but
comparable with the average for the County. The number of young adults, i.e, those between the
ages of |6 and 34 Is also lower than the national and Herefordshire average. Mot surprisingy,
therefore, Ledbury has a higher proportion of clder people (those aged 75 or over) than both the
mational and county averages. In Ledbury 36.7% of the population are aged 55 or over compared to
34.6% in Herefordshire and just 27.3% of the population of England as a whole,
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Ledbury has an ageing population and the older person population i expected to incresse,
Estimates from the Herefordshire Housing Marker Assessment report of 2013 suggest that not only
will the number of those aged 65 and over increase between 201 | and 2031, the number of those
younger than 65 will actually decrease. Indeed the numbers of people aged 55 of less will decrease
by mearly 5% over chat 20 year period. The numbers of those aged 85+ will increases by over 90% by

2031,

Religion & Elhnldnf

The population of Ledbury is predominancly
White British (92.4%) with Asian the largest
minority, making up just over |% of the
population.

Over 70% of che population of Ledbury
identify themselves as Christian. There is no
other significant religious grouping while
owver 20% of the population consider
themszelves to have no refigion.

E’;’;:&w Number | % of Pop.
White 9425 97.8%
Mixed 58 0.6%
Asian 08 1%
Black i3 0.3%
Arab 0 0.0%
Other 12 0.1%




Crime

The map co the right indicates the
postcode area HE, which the table below
displays crime statistics for, The
postcode area does not match exactly
with the Meighbourhood Plan Area,
however it does cover it and much of the
remaining area is rural so will not have 2
great impact upon the statistics.

One can clearly see that vehicle crime,
violent orime and robbery have been
between BO% and |00% lower in Ledbury
than the rest of England and YWales since
2010. Burglary is also lower in HB than
the rest of the country, antisoclal
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behaviour is actually worse in the Ledbury area than nationally, as is ‘Ocher crime’. Overall Toeal
Crime is | 1% lower in Ledbury and the surrounding area than in the whole of England and Wales,
which is not surprising for a small town and surrounding rural area.

Table |2 - No. criminal offences per 1,000 population

Criminal activity HRE* Mational® Local crime rate

Vehiche/car orime 0.02%4 0.153 B 1% Betrer than mat. average
_'G_I-Dlﬂﬂl: crimes 0.02%4 02989 0% Becrer chan mat. average

Burglary 0.1 765 0, 1976 -ilﬂ.—EEE‘tEF than mat. average =

Robbary 0 0.0297 100% Better than nat. average

Antisocial behaviour |.176&5 F0531 12% Worse than nat. average

Orther crime 0.7941 0.7553 5% Worse than nat, average

Total crime 2.2059 1.4876 | 1% Becoer chan nat. averapge




Soil

The land falling outside of the built-up area of the town is largely made up of open fields, with a
significant amount given over o grazing and some arable,

| Agriculeural land is classified on the following basis:

Grade | - excellent quality agriculoeral land

Land with ng or very minor limitations co agriculoral use, A very wide range of
sgricuftural and hordoutural crops can be grown and commanly includes top fruir, soft
fruit, salad crops and winter harvested vegetables. Yialds are high and less variable than
an land of lower quality.

Grade 1 - very good quality agriculours] land

Land with minor [imicatons which affece crap yield, eudtivations or harvesting. A wide
range of agriculoural and horticultural crops can wsually be grown but on some and in
the grade chere may be reduced flexibility due to difficulties with the production of the
more demanding crops such as winter harvested vegetables and arable root crops. The
lewel of yield = generally high but may be lower or more variable than Grade [.

Grade I - pood o moderate qualicy agricubtural land

Land with mederate limitations which affect the cheoice of crops, dming and type of
cultivation, h::'-.-::.ﬂn‘ ar the level of r'u:H, Where more dl:rrl.:lnding; CHOps are grown
yiebde are genarally lower or more variable than on land in Grades | and 2

Subgrade 3a - good quality agriculmural Bnd

Land capable of consistently producing moderace to high yields of a narrow range of
arable crops, especially cereals, or moderace yields of a wide range of crops including
cereals, grass, oilseed rape, poatoes, sugar beet and che bess demanding horticuloeral
Crops,

Subgrade 3b - moderate qualicy agricultural land

Land capable of producing moderate yields of a narrow range of crops, principally
cereals and grass or lower ylelds of & wider range of crops or high vields of grass which
can ba grazed or harvested over most of the year,

Grade 4 - poor quality agricultural land

Land with savers limitaticns which significanthy restrice the range of crops andlor level
ef yields, bt is mainly suiced to grass with cceasional arable crops (eg. cereals and forage
crops) the yields of which are variable. In moist dlimates, yields of grass may be
maoderate to high but there may be difficultes in utiisation, The grade also indudes
wery droughty arable land.

The land to the north, south and west of Ledbury is classified as Grade | to 3; predominantly Grade
2,

The land on which Herefordshire council has proposed to build 625 homes and 3 hectares of
employment land s classified as Grade 3, whilst much the remaining land to the south and west is
Grade 2. There are areas of Grade | land which, although not directly adjacent to the town, are
potentially close encugh 1o be in danger of development should the cown expand o the south,




Oiher land pamarfy in non-agecullural use

B tand predussinanty in wnan use

Saif Type

The soil around Ledbury is described by Landis as
» Spilscape — Shghtly ocid loomy and dayey soifs with impeded drainage
s Texture — Loamy, some doyey
» Drainage — Sightly impeded
s Fertility — Moderate to High
» General cropping - Reasonably flexitle but more suited to autemn sown crops and grosslond; sodl
conditfons may limit safe groundwork and grazing, particularly in spring

Transportation & Accessibility

Tronsportation Infrostructure

Ledbury is served by a railway station, one of only three in the county of Herefordshire. It connects
the town to Hereford, Malvern and Worcester locally, Bromsgrove and Birmingham regionally and




ﬂﬁﬂ;'RHdlrlg and Lenden naticnally. The station is a huge asset 1o the town but s ina poor
state of repair.

Bus services in the town are less impressive with routes serving the kocal area, but very few
providing a regular service.

The map below indicates the only formal cycle paths in the town.

Mede of Transport




ﬁmm‘dhg to the 20| | Census data, of the residents of Ledbury that worle, nearly 65% travel to
wark by car or van. Of this figure 5% identified themselves as passengers and 59.5% as drivers. This
is 3 times the number of the next bigaest proup, Le, those that walk to wark, Just 2.2% cycle o
work, slightly below the national average of 3%, and this is perhaps reflective of the relative paucity
of specific cycle paths or lanes in the area.

Few pecple travel by rail to work- just 1.7%, 3 dmes lower than the national average of 5.3%.

::Ekﬂ':d of travel to work Ladpury ::f::

Wark mainly at or from home 7.2% L 48
Underground, metro, light rail, tram 0.1% 4.1%
Train I.7% £ 3%
Bus, minibus or coach 4% TE%
Taxi B 0.0% 0.5%
Motoreycle, scooter or moped . 06% 0.8%
Diriving a car or van 59.5% | BT 0%
Passenger ina car o van S.0% 50%
Bicycle '| 2.2% 3.0%
On foot '| 21.8% 10.7%
Other method of travel to work | 1.1% 0.6%

Mode of Transport

According to the 201 | Census data, of the residents of Ledbury that work, nearly 65%
travel to work by car or van, Of this figure 5% identified themselves as passengers and
59.5% as drivers. This Is 3 times the number of the next biggest group, ie. those that walk to

work. just 2.2% cycle to work (compared o 2.9% nationally), perhaps reflecting the refatve paucicy
of specific cycle paths or lanes in the area.
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Accessibility

:‘: Destination "';;';"’
45 | Ross-on-Wye I
132 | Gloucester 19
417 | Worcester 4
45% | Ross-on=YWye |

476 | Hereford 13
479 | Much Marcle I
600 | Mew Mills Estate 4
672 | Bromyard 2
673 | Bromyard 2
474 | Bromyard [
675 | Great Malvern 7
679 | Newent |

There are a number of srmall villages within a few miles of the town, however the nearest significant
settlements are Ross-on-Whye, Hereford and Malvern, all within reach of a 25-minute drive from

Ledbury.




W Destination | distance
(by road)
Malvern 9 rmiles
Ross-on-Yiye 9 miles
Hereford |2 miles
Uplir g Siiuan
Gloucester | ¥ miles
Worcester |7 miles
. Hewant . Cheltznham 27 miles |
Ross 00 e
Birmingham 50 miles
Mincheliemm
Brispol 50 miles
1adiinstin Coraderiond
Water
Fianding

This is an important isswee due to the risk of flooding in the town, The River Leadon is the anly

warercourse that flows through the Neighbourhood Plan Area. The Leadon creates the Flood Zone
that efiectively forms a barrier to development along the western edge of the town. The properties
that abut Leadon Way to the west of the town are most ar risk of flooding.

Water pollution

The quality of water in the UK is poverned by the EL] Water Framework Directive and its
translation into national regulations. These are being implemented by the Environment Agency by




means of Catchment Management Plans. Meighbourhood Plans need to be compatible with these

large-scale plans, and if possible assist in achieving their
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Al - Key Sustainability & Environmental Issues & Problems

Theme

Housing &
Population

Sustainability Topic

"~ IssuelProblem

Lack of the right housing

Housing Meeds Scudies have idencified the
need for affordable housing of various
types in the parish to meet the needs of a
range of people. The cost of existing
housing stock in the area is high in
relation to gross income,

The ageing population of Ledbury means
that smaller dwelling units, with good
accessbdlity o the main services
amenities, are required in the town.

The Consultation indicated that family
homes (3+ bedrooms) are required for
many of the growing families in Ledbury.

Employment &
Economy

Employment opportunities

The town has a ‘good balance of
employment provision which is primarily
focussed on the industrial and warehouse
sector’. The town does not function as a
key office location- doing so would bring
higher paid jobs to the area and boost the
local economy,

Employment &
Economy

Employment land supply

There is a good supply of emplayment
land in and arsund the ewn hovwever the

condition of some of it is poor and
unsuitzble for many modern businesses.
There are few high quality, modern
employment units available in the town,

Access to the M50 and M5 makes
Ledbury well located for business.

Employment &
Economy

Employment &
Economy

Agriculture opportunities

Ledbury is surrounded by ‘Excellent’ and
“Wery Good" soil and has long been a
centre for food production and sale,
rmeaning the opportunity o reinforce and
expand this sector is there.

To develop and enhance the
visitor/tourist economy

Ledbury has a small but burgeoning
tourist economy and a number of heritage
ascers that are a draw to visitors.




Magural

Environment

Maintenance and enhancement
of the natural environment and
biodiversity

A key positive feature of the area is its
rich bicdiversicy and the natural
envircnment. It is important to protect
and, where possible, enhance existing
habitacs,

Consideration must be taken of legally
protected and priority species.

Heritage & Protection of heritage assets A, significant part of the plan area lies
Builc within a designated conservation area.
Environment There are 173 listed buildings in Ledbury
and 18 Grade II* listed buildings within
the Historic Core, including many that
are vulnerable and in need of protection.
Fﬁer;ﬂg-e_&_ Protection and enhancement of Ledbury does have a specific character
Builc the landscape and townscape, that is important to reflect in new
Emvironment | maintaining local distinetiveness | Jevelopment.
Heritage & Design of new development Consulation responses indicated chat
Builc ratching the style of the built-up area
Emvirosment should be a priovicy for new
development.
A Design Guide is seen as necessary,
Matural Maintenance and enhancement | A key positive feature of the area is its
Enviranament of the natural environment and rich biodiversicy and the natural
biodiversi environment. It is important to protect
cd and, where possible, enhance existing
hahitats.
Consideration must be aken of legally
protected and priority species.
Procect and enhance land and soil quality.
Matural The sensitive AOMNEB landscapa The quality of the landscape in the plan
Environment setting area contributes to local distinctiveness
and ks of one of national importance given
the proximicy of the AOMNB designation.
Conservation is a priority.
There are a number of sites in the
neighbourhood plan area considered o
be of medium-high sensitivicy.
Matural Flood risk Parts of the west of the wwn lie adjacent
Emviroament 1o, or in some cases within, areas

designated by the Environment Agency as
the River Leadon flood risk zone and
through the Flood Risk Assessments
commissioned by the locl authorities.




- Marural
Enviranment

| iImpact of climate change e.g.

rising energy prices

Concerns abouwt climate change together
with national and local policy objectives,
provide an opportunity through sensityve
local approaches to land use and buildings
(mew and existing).

Communicy Community facilities and The need to retzin and improve

Facilities services community facilities and accommadation
of them is acknowledged as a key for
community cohesion and wellbeing.

Communicy Park, garden and sports pitch The town suffers from extensive under

Facilities under-provision provigien of parks and gardens and
outdoor sports facilites, while the sports
pitches inside the town boundary are
coming under throat from housing
development,

Community GP surgery capacity The existing GP provision is sufficient for

Facilities current numbers but may struggle to cope
with an increase of appros. 2,000 people.

Transporc & | A lack of infrastructure and The need for high speed broadband s

Infrastructure | support for local businesses considerad to be impartant- speeds in the
town are currently reascnable for home
recreational use but inadequace for the
needs of many businesses.

Transport & | Inadequate facilities at railway The plan area is well served by a raibway

Infrastructure | station scation but the station is under-utilised
and in 2 poor state of repair.
A bridge acroas the tracks is required to
enable disabled pecple to travel east
without first having to travel to Hereford.

Transport & | Maximising sustainable transport | Just 2.2% of residents cycle to work

Infrastructure | links despite the Ledbury Town Trail running

through the centre of Ledbury.

Towen trail and riverside trail are bath
currently imaccessible to disabled peaple
and hazardous for the elderly,




A4 - Sustainability Appraisal Framework

Related Sustainability i T —
sal Criter ub-Objectives
Theme Objective App j
Provide everyone with the Dioes the Ledbury MP:
apportunity to live in goad * Help to deliver enough housing to meet
quality, affordable housing, and current and future local needs?
ensure an appropriate mix of » Encourage a range of housing r:.rpe-s to
Housing & dwelling sizes, types and tenures. g‘gﬂzdﬂ?‘!* of a range of different
Population i g
Improve the health of the Does the Ledbury MP:
residents and reduce crime in Promote healchy Bving and lifestyles?
e Cown. * Reduce and prevent crime
To encourage office and hi-tech Does the Ledbury MP;
employment through the support ways of reducing the skills gap?
provision of high-gualicy ®  Support and strengthen the local
emplayment land. employment base by protecting and
providing employment land?
Encourage a vibrant and Does the Ledbury MP:
diversified economy and provide | =  Help attract a wide variety of new
Employment &
Emf':rm for long-term sustainable businesses to Ledbury?
economic growth.
To promete Ledbury as a centre | Does the Ledbury MNP
for food production, # Encowrage food producers and
manufacturers to base their operations in
Ledbury?
Frotection of heritage assets Coes the Ledbury NP:
®  Progect and enhance historic assets in the
town?
Heritage &
Built - —
B Protection and enhancement of ®  Make the most of the towns culoural and
the landscape and townscape, architectural merits?
rmaintaining local distinctiveness = Promote the efficient use of land and
resources!
Protect and enhance biodiversity | Does the Ledbury MP:
chraughaut the Plan area and & Protect and promote Ledbury's sites of
seek o avoid immeversible losses. ecological and conservational
Maeural R |
Environment Sy
«  Provide opportunities for the
conservation of local habicats and
species!




Conserve and enhance the
character and quality of the
landscape, maintaining and
strengthening local
distinctiveness and a sense of

Ehl’.ﬂ.
: § L e e T e e A

Protect and enhance the smlﬁf
of the AOME,

Droes the Ledbury MP:

g e er g o rv]n'l"'-lll"-"_

Protect and reinforce Ledbury’s landscape
setting!

Help o enhance the provision of green
infrascructure in the town

Make the most of the setting of the
Malvern Hills A MB!

To minimise the rizk of flooding.

Does the Ledbury MP:

Reduce the risk of fleeding occurring
within the development boundary and
avoid development of areas at risk of
flooding!

To reduce energy consumption,
promote enargy efficiency and
increase the use of energy from
renswable resources,

Does the Ledbury MP:

Help wo result in more efficient use of
natural resources?

Promate the use of secondary/recycled
building materials!

Encourage an increase in the proporton
of building materials from sustainable

sources!

Community
Facilities

To ensure community facilities
andd amenitkes are appropriate for

a growing population,

Does the Ledbury NP:

Promote the development of the
appropriace facilities to meet the needs of

a growing and changing community!

To encourage the provision of
new parks, garden and sports
facilities in order to promote
healchy living.

Does the Ledbury MP:

-

Encourage the provision of new public
open spaces!

Seek o deliver adequate sporting
facilicies to meet the needs of a growing
population!

To ensure community facilities
and amenities are approprate
for a growing pepulation,

Transport &
Infrastructure

Daoes the Ledbury NE-

-

Encourage the provision of new
community facilities. especially alongside
nesw residential development?

To encourage the provision of | Does the Ledbury NP:

high speed broadband
throughout the MNP Ares.

» Encourage the provision of high street
broadband?

To promote sustainable
transport modes within the
LoV

Does the Ledbury INF-

»  Encourage the provision and use of
public transpore?

» Encourage the provision and use of
sustainable transport methods such as
walking & cycling?




Protect and enhance biodiversity
throughout the Plan area and
seek to avoid irreversible losses.

DCoes the Ledbury MNP
» Protect existing blodiversity in the plan
area?
s Encouwrage the enhancement of
biodiversity!




