F & GP Minutes 23.03.2017

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON THURSDAY 23rd MARCH 2017 
IN THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, LEDBURY

Present: Councillors 
K Francis – Vice Chairman, 
A Bradford, 
D Baker, 
M Eager, 
E Fieldhouse, 
A Manns, 
N Morris, 
N Shields, 
J Simpson, 
A Warmington   
Cllr Crowe as a substitute for R Barnes                                   

In Attendance: Mrs Kath Greenow – HALC cover Clerk, and 1 member of the public.

 In the absence of the Chairman the Vice Chairman chaired the meeting. 
F.30 – 03.17
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from the Chairman Councillor J Roberts & Cllr Barnes 

F.31 – 03.17
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
A non pecuniary interest was declared by K Francis on agenda item 5.7

A disclosable interest was declared by K Francis on agenda item 15.1 

A non-pecuniary interest was declared by A Crowe agenda item 11.
A disclosable interest was declared by D Baker on agenda item 15.1&15.2

F.32 – 03.17
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A representative from Ledbury & Strömstad Twinning Association spoke on the forthcoming visit in May, and that it is seeking support from Ledbury Town Council regarding lunch for the choir on the Sunday before they return to Sweden.
F.33 – 03.17
MINUTES   
The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 23rd February 2017, copies having been circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Vice Chairman.

F.34 – 03.17
FINANCIAL MATTERS 
At this point in the meeting the Vice Chairman bought forward agenda item 5.7 

5.7
To consider providing hospitality for visiting choir from Ledbury’s twin town. Letter from the Chairman of Ledbury & Strömstad Twinning Association.
It was RESOLVED: to Agree to pay the full costs of the lunch of £400.00 

5.1 Invoices for payment 

Members considered the list of invoices for payment, copies having been circulated.

It was RESOLVED: that the invoices be approved for payment.
5.2  Internal Audit

To Review of the effectiveness of the system of the internal audit.

 It was RESOLVED: to defer the effectiveness of the system of the internal audit as the end of year paperwork from Grant Thornton had recently been received and it was RESOLVED: to have an extra ordinary meeting of the finance and general purposes committee to go through the paperwork.
5.3 External Audit – year ended 31st March 2016

It was RESOLVED: to defer to the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting.
It was RESOLVED: that the clerk seeks a date for the final report.

5.4
To further review funding awarded to Love Ledbury in the sum of £7,400.00. (Ref F.5-01.17,5)

At this point in the meeting Cllr N Morris declared that he was a newly appointed trustee of Love Ledbury and he declared a disclosable pecuniary interest, but didn’t leave the room.  

Discussion took place concerning funding to Love Ledbury. Cllr K Francis reported that he had tried several times to arrange a meeting with Love Ledbury but one had not taken place, Cllrs were disappointed that despite attempts to arrange a meeting one had not taken place. The grant had been approved for procurement of coin operated locks and advertising/ sponsorship signage as per FC minutes 07/08/14 C66.8.14
It was RESOLVED: to request that grant money is paid back to the Town Council that had been spent outside of the approved grant.  

5.5 Citizens Advice Bureaux 
To release funding for the outreach service in Ledbury.

It was RESOLVED: to release funding of £5,000.00 for the outreach funding in Ledbury.
 5.6 Unspecified Grants 

To consider an application for funding for Ledbury Community Day.

It was RESOLVED: to recommend to Full Council to approve the grant application made by Ledbury Community Day of £300.00

F.35 – 03.17
MARKET HOUSE
To consider costs or works to refurbish/ re-upholster chairs in the market house.

3 local businesses had been approached to provide a quote refurbish/ re-upholster chairs in the Market house, however only one quote had been received.

It was RESOLVED: to have a task and finish group to look at the refurbishment/ purchase of new chairs.  Task and finish group: Cllr A Crowe, Cllr E Fieldhouse & Cllr A Bradford.
F.36 – 03.17
TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 
To consider an offer for rental office space in the Town Council offices.

It was RESOLVED: to recommend to Full Council to accept the offer for rental office space at £300.00 pcm for the smaller office.
F.37 – 03.17
RISK REGISTER   
Review of the Risk register.

Awaiting advice on lone working from local police  

It was RESOLVED: to note the review of the risk register.

F.38 – 03.17
COMMUNITY DAY
To consider setting up a Task and Finish group to organise material and volunteer rota for manning of Ledbury Town Council Stands on Community Day. It was RESOLVED: to set up a meeting for all Cllrs to meet concerning Ledbury Community day to organise material and volunteer rota for manning of Ledbury Town Council Stands on Community Day.   
Date of the meeting 2nd May at 7pm upstairs at the Town Council offices. An email to go to all Cllrs via the Town Clerk.  

 F.39 – 03.17
 ICT WORKING PARTY 
To receive a report from the meeting held on 14/03/2017 and consider any recommendations.
It was RESOLVED: to note the report and recommend to Full Council to approve ICT proposal for 2 pages in the May edition of the Focus and content as outlined in the report.
F.40 – 03.17 
YOUTH COUNCIL 
To consider purchase of badges for Youth Council 

It was RESOLVED: to purchase 25 badges at a cost of £1.35 each 

F.42 – 03.17
OUTSIDE BODIES
Reports from Councillors who have attended meetings as a representative of The Council.

None. 
F.43 – 03.17
CORRESPONDENCE   
Correspondence received from a Ledbury resident re Citizens Advice Bureaux was noted. 
F.44 – 03.17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA INCLUSION.
The next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee will be confirmed at the Annual Council meeting on 11th May 2017.
A resolution was passed to exclude the public and press due to confidential

matters to be discussed.
F.43 – 03.17
AWARDS
1.
To consider nominations for the Distinguished Citizens & Young Citizens Awards

2.
To consider nominations for the joint Award for Twinning Activities – Strömstad Kommun/ Ledbury Town Council  
See Exempt Information EX03/2017
Meeting closed at 9.pm

Chairman ………………………………..

Date…………………………….

