
LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER

I S S U E  3
N O V  2 0 2 6

Dates for
your diary

Christmas Lights
Switch-On

Community
News and
Events



MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN OF

LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Welcome to the Town Council’s autumn
newsletter. I hope you have been able to
enjoy the season’s mists and mellow
fruitfulness and have found time to
participate in some of the events and
activities that have already taken place
in and around the town this season.
We’ve already seen the Big Apple –
Harvest-time happening in the orchards
around Ledbury, the traditional visit
from our Mop Fair, Halloween and
Bonfire Night. The clocks have gone
back, autumn colours are developing as
the trees begin to shed their leaves and
the town has been suffused with the
smell of apples as the Heineken plant
has been pulping cider apples to supply
Bulmers with local juice concentrate for
the months ahead.

Our Remembrance commemorations
are planned for both the 8th and 11th of
November in the town centre, and I will
be getting up early to present a poppy
wreath to the Great Western Poppy Train
which will take a message, on behalf of
the town, to join those of other towns
and cities along the route travelled by
servicemen from our communities at
the war memorial on Paddington
Station platform.

We welcome our new Rector – the
Reverend Canon Sarah Hillman - to St
Michael’s and to Ledbury as we all
begin to think ahead to the holiday
season and to Christmas and New Year
festivities.

This year the town council’s Christmas
Lights Switch-On will take place on
Sunday 22nd November, so put a mark
in your diaries for the afternoon and join
us in the town centre for a Christmas
Market, entertainment and festive
music from our wonderful Community
Brass Band and local singers Ledbury
Community Choir.

To get us all in the mood, the Town Carol
Service will be held in St Michael’s on
Sunday 6th December and the council
will be opening up the Chapel at the
cemetery on 13th December for candle
lighting and quiet reflection. Our town
traders are planning late-night shopping
on Friday 4th December and our
Community Choir will be holding their
popular Christmas Concert on Monday
21st December at the Rugby Club. We
expect the Boxing Day meet to take
place, as usual, in the town centre – so
we can all wear our new woolly hats and
give another outing to our dodgy
Christmas jumpers.

Over the autumn the Town Council will
be continuing to consider the prospect
of a major new play facility, in the form
of a pump track, proposed for the town
and hearing more about the work being
undertaken by the town’s new full-time
youth worker, enabled by a 3-year grant
funded by the Town Council.



Several areas of the town have seen
significant road resurfacing works take
place over the autumn, and the Town
Council will also be considering how
best to invest the remaining £90,000 for
public realm works that have been ring-
fenced for the town by Herefordshire
Council.

Gladman Developments are wanting to
have another go at securing planning
permission for a further 400+ houses to
the south of the town, so the Town
Council will also be considering these
proposals very carefully. The prospect
of an out-of-town Lidl supermarket and
associated development is facing
further challenge at judicial review by
Tesco, and additional roadworks and
cycle/footpath improvements linked to
the Viaduct Development are expected.

Over the next few months the Council
will be welcoming a number of new
members of staff as we strengthen the
team to enable the council to do more
to support people and community
groups, put on events, expand the town
markets and encourage visitors.
Preparing the budget for 2027 is also
something we will be doing, along with
making preparations for a new four-year
term for the council following the
elections in May 2027.

So a busy time of celebration and
preparation is ahead of us all, but also a
time of remembrance and reflection.
 

Whatever you plan to do this season, I
wish you and your friends and family
peace, joy and every good wish for the
coming year.

Councillor Elizabeth Harvey
Chairman of Ledbury Town Council 2026-27

CONGRATULATIONS
Ledbury Rugby Football Club is
delighted to recognise Olivia Trueman
for her outstanding contribution to the
Club’s community support activities
and the wider Ledbury community.

Over many years, Olivia’s
professionalism, commitment and
determination have been instrumental
in turning the Club’s community
ambitions into successful and
sustainable activities. Always cheerful,
approachable and positive, she
combines remarkable resilience with an
unwavering focus on results,
consistently finding solutions,
overcoming obstacles and going the
extra mile.

Her contribution extends far beyond
advice and support. Her knowledge,
encouragement, contacts and practical
assistance have been fundamental to
strengthening the Club’s role as a
community organisation and extending
its reach beyond the rugby pitch.
Through her efforts, countless
individuals, families and community
groups have benefited, directly and
indirectly.

Ledbury RFC offers its sincere
appreciation for Olivia’s exceptional
service, partnership and commitment.
In recognition of her professionalism,
positivity, resilience and lasting impact
on our Club and local community, we
are proud to present her with this
Chairman’s Certificate of
Commendation.



Ledbury Carnival 2026 brought the town
to life, with fantastic crowds turning out
to enjoy a colourful procession, lively
entertainment and a bustling town
centre. Thankfully, the weather played
its part too!

There was plenty to discover this year,
with a new artisan market featuring
around 30 stalls alongside the familiar
favourites. The procession delighted
spectators with some exciting
additions, including entries from
Ledbury Independent Traders and
Ledbury Youth Spaces. The much-loved
vintage tractors returned, with a special
tractor and trailer carrying the new
Children’s Ambassadors. Westons’
impressive shire horse and dray made a
splendid finale.

Entertainment filled the town, with
Ledbury Community Brass Band,
Frontrunner and local youth band
Counterpoint taking to the stage.
Children were kept busy with fun
activities, while a quiet space for
parents with toddlers proved popular.
The funfair’s new position in Bye Street
also helped bring the celebrations
closer to the High Street.

Behind this wonderful community event
was a small team of dedicated
volunteers, supported by Ledbury Town

LEDBURY CARNIVAL 2026 -
A FANTASTIC DAY FOR THE TOWN!

Council and local sponsors, including
ABE (Ledbury), Co-op Ledbury, HJ Pugh,
Ledbury Rugby Club, Community Action
Ledbury and Westons Cider.

With record takings from the raffle and
bucket collection, the day was a
tremendous success. To keep this
much-loved tradition thriving, more
volunteers are needed.

Anyone interested is welcome at the
Carnival Association’s AGM on
Wednesday 11 November at 7.30 pm, at
the Town Council offices in Church
Lane.



LEDBURY CONVOY

The Ledbury Convoy took place on 19
September 2026 and proved to be a
popular addition to the town’s events
calendar, attracting a good turnout of
residents and visitors.

The event brought a taste of military
history to Ledbury, giving people the
opportunity to see the Convoy and
enjoy an event with a strong historical
theme. It formed part of the wider
Hereford Military History Festival, which
celebrates the county’s military
heritage through events taking place
across the area.

Ledbury’s contribution was a local
element of the wider festival
programme, bringing the celebrations
into the heart of the town. 

The attendance on the day was
particularly pleasing and demonstrated
the interest in events that celebrate our
heritage while providing something
different for residents and visitors to
enjoy.

The Convoy was a welcome opportunity
to bring the community together and
showcase Ledbury as a town with
plenty to offer.



Ledbury town centre has been adorned
with a striking display of poppies this
November, bringing a splash of colour
and a poignant reminder of the
importance of Remembrance to the
High Street and The Homend.

POPPIES ON THE POSTS

The poppies provide a fitting tribute to
all those who have served and
sacrificed for our country, and are a
wonderful example of what can be
achieved when local organisations work
together for the benefit of the town.

It is hoped that the display has helped
bring the spirit of Remembrance into
the heart of Ledbury, providing a visible
reminder for residents and visitors alike.

The initiative, put forward by the local
Poppy Appeal, was approved by
Ledbury Town Council, which was
pleased to support the project by
sponsoring a poppy for each hanging
basket post along both streets.

The display has also been made
possible through the generous support
of Eastnor Lodge of Freemasons and
Worcester-based software developer
Nexus Nexus, developers of the Clarity
Caffeine Tracking app, whose

Mr Nick Humphreys of the Poppy
Appeal, Cllr Liz Harvey, Chairman of
Ledbury Town Council (centre) and Mrs
Angela Price, Town Clerk.

contributions helped
create an even more
extensive display.



ST MICHAEL & ALL
ANGELS CHURCH
On 3rd November the Right Reverend
Richard Jackson, Bishop of Hereford, will
conduct a Service of Institution of the
Reverend Canon Sarah Hillman as Rector of
the benefice of Ledbury with Eastnor at St
Michael’s Parish Church Ledbury.

The Reverend Canon Hillman has just
finished her ministry as Vicar of the rural
benefice of Puddletown, Tolpuddle and
Milborne with Dewlish, and Rural Dean of
Dorchester.

She was born and brought up in Oxfordshire.
She has theology degrees from the
Universities of Cambridge and Nottingham
and was ordained in 2003.

Before ordination, Sarah had a variety of
jobs, teaching, working for churches and for
the Church Times, a national church
newspaper.

We welcome Sarah to Ledbury and Eastnor.

David Houghton
Churchwarden
St Michael & All Angels Parish Church,
Ledbury.

Ledbury Community Choir has over 70
members and has been a part of
Ledbury life for over 25 years, always
meeting on Monday evenings at the
Rugby Club.

Tickets are now on sale for our Concert
of Christmas Music, on Monday 21st
December at 7.30pm in the Pavilion
Rooms at the Rugby Club on Ross Road.
Tickets cost £10 and are available from
choir members or from Dinkie Hall,
telephone 07443 004977. There will
also be a raffle with hampers as prizes.
Raffle tickets can be purchased with
cash only.

As a community choir, you will also find
some of us at:
· the Remembrance Day service on 8th
November, followed by the Church
service.
· the general carol singing before the
Christmas Lights are switched on, on
22nd November.
· the Town Carol Service in St Michael’s
Church on 6th December.

Please come along, enjoy the music
and join in with the singing!

For further info about the choir, see our
website www.lcchoir2.com, Facebook,
or email
ledbury.community.choir@outlook.com

LEDBURY
COMMUNITY CHOIR



Older people in the Ledbury area can
turn to Age UK Wyvern for help coping
with heating costs this winter. The
charity is proud to announce the roll-
out of its free Home Energy Check
service, designed to help people
prepare for cold weather in the months
ahead. 

The scheme is funded by the UK
government and involves trained staff
visiting residents in their homes to
provide advice about keeping
themselves and their homes warm.
They can also provide free energy-
saving equipment where appropriate,
such as slow cookers, lightbulbs and
draught excluders. Older people with
mobility problems can be given remote
switches to turn off lights to save them
having to reach inaccessible power
sockets.

In addition, Age UK Wyvern is reminding
the community that it offers free benefit
checks, to make sure older people are
receiving all the help they are entitled
to. Millions of pounds worth of benefits
go unclaimed by older people each
year, and often it is the most vulnerable
who are the least aware of how to get
the help they need. Age UK helps
individuals identify and claim these
entitlements, either over the phone or
through home visits or appointments at
the Master’s House, Ledbury.

AGE UK With winter approaching, usually a time
when household bills rise, this money is
more important than ever. 

Rachael Ford, Home Support Service
Manager at Age UK Wyvern,
commented on the service offered,
“Through our free energy and benefit
checks we’re offering a thorough
approach to combating fuel poverty:
making homes more energy-efficient
while maximising household income so
that people can stay safe, warm and
well through the winter months. With
increasingly unpredictable weather,
winter can be an anxious time for many
older people, but we are here to help
those worried to feel more prepared.”

Anyone interested in booking a home
energy or benefit check can contact Age
UK Wyvern by phoning 0333 0066 299,
emailing info@agewyvern.org or visiting
the Age UK Wyvern website. 

mailto:info@agewyvern.org


LEDBURY &
DISTRICT U3A
LEARN, LAUGH, LIVE
At Ledbury & District u3a those who are
retired - or those who are
contemplating retirement - can meet
new people and enjoy a wide range of
activities and interests in a friendly and
supportive atmosphere.

We have over 650 Members, and
members of Ledbury & District u3a
have a choice of joining over 50
different daytime activity interest
groups. These groups meet on a regular
basis at suitable venues in Ledbury. A
small charge is payable at each group
meeting depending on the venue.

Our Main Meetings take place on the
third Thursday afternoon of each month
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.

You do not have to become a member
immediately. Just come along, meet
new people, hear our guest speaker and
find out more. 

And you can find out more by visiting
our website at...
https://ledbury.u3asite.uk

Or contact our Membership Secretary
on 01531 633637

Ledbury and District u3a may be just
what you are looking for.

LADIES OF
LEDBURY
We would like to invite you to join our
next Ledbury Women’s Institute
monthly meeting.

We meet on the second Wednesday of
the month at 7:30pm at the Catholic
Parish Room, New Street.
 
Your first meeting is free and you will be
welcomed by all our members.
 
We generally have a speaker each
month and other activities, and
refreshments are served. 
 
Find out about our programme of events
and trips, and make friendships.
 
We really look forward to meeting you
and welcoming you to our next meeting. 

For further information, contact
Margaret Coulson [President]
Ledbury 01531 636808



WALK AND TALK
The Walk and Talk group at Ledbury
Rugby Football Club meets every
Wednesday 10.00am to 12.00noon. You
do not need to book. This is a
welcoming, friendly group. You might
not be able to walk far; walk at your own
pace. Surprise yourself and feel so
much more confident in your abilities.

We are not dependent on the weather
as the LRFC has a comfortable lounge
and bar area for hot drinks and a good
supply of board games should it be
raining.

We have two events planned in
November. You do not need to be a
participant of Walk and Talk to attend
these events.

7/11 Caroline, from Wye Valley Trust
Falls Clinic
This is to discuss and demonstrate the
right way to use walking sticks, poles
and walking trolleys.

25/11 Karen, from St Michael’s
Hospice
To discuss Bereavement and Grief.

See poster on next page...

HEREFORDSHIRE
WILDLIFE TRUST
Come and join our friendly team of
volunteers at Herefordshire Wildlife
Trust charity shop in Ledbury, and help
local wildlife.

We are looking for people who are
friendly and enthusiastic to help us with
day-to-day tasks. We are particularly
looking for people who can help on
Saturdays. Shifts are either 09:30 -
13:00 or 13:00 - 16:30.

If you are interested, please go to
https://www.herefordshirewt.org/volunt
eering-opportunities/shop-volunteer-
our-ledbury-charity-shop or pop in to
the shop.

https://www.herefordshirewt.org/volunteering-opportunities/shop-volunteer-our-ledbury-charity-shop
https://www.herefordshirewt.org/volunteering-opportunities/shop-volunteer-our-ledbury-charity-shop
https://www.herefordshirewt.org/volunteering-opportunities/shop-volunteer-our-ledbury-charity-shop




LEDBURY TENNIS CLUB
Players of all abilities are welcome at
Ledbury’s friendly, local
tennis club, where the game can be
enjoyed all year round. The club enjoys
a spectacularly scenic location on the
edge of town with fabulous facilities,
including three outdoor artificial grass
courts and a clubhouse with toilets and
changing rooms.

Something of a hidden gem, the club is
tucked away behind a big stone wall on
the Gloucester Road heading south out
of town. At the club’s successful open
day in June, visitors were surprised to
discover just how affordable the various
membership options are. This is only
possible because the club is run by its
members, for its members, with no paid
staff. 

For those looking to develop their
playing skills, the club also offers
coaching options in partnership with
Activate Sports Education, including
occasional sessions for complete
beginners. The coaching programme at
Ledbury Tennis Club is led by Steve
Barnett, an experienced LTA
Accredited+ tennis coach. Steve has
worked in tennis coaching for many
years, supporting players from
complete beginners through to club,
county and competition level. 

All coaching activities, including the
well-attended Friday afternoon junior

programmes, focus on making the
sessions enjoyable, well organised and
suitable for each player’s stage of
development.

The club holds regular social events,
club leagues & club tournaments and
has twelve teams entered in the
Herefordshire & Worcestershire League.
There are seven weekly social tennis
sessions, including the very popular
Walking Tennis at 2 p.m. every Thursday,
for those who like to enjoy tennis at a
gentler pace!

Rusty Rackets, held every Wednesday
from 5.30 p.m., provides a supportive
and friendly way to get back into tennis,
if you’ve played before and would like to
return to the game.  

Non-members are welcome to attend
Walking Tennis and Rusty Rackets
sessions for a nominal cash guest fee of
just £3 per visit. There’s no need to book
in advance and rackets and balls are
provided. You just need to wear suitable
non-marking footwear. We look forward
to welcoming you to our club soon!

For further information about everything
Ledbury Tennis Club has to offer, please
visit our website at: 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/ledburytennisclub

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2Fledburytennisclub&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7Cc929cfaced7e4ef738a908df2adffcaa%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639276813664970026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=85bwnlwB1pcf%2Bf8jGJpeYFqwfXw5%2FEX8KYuNcsR0MZQ%3D&reserved=0


SHEDS TOGETHER
LEDBURY
Members of Age UK Wyvern’s Ledbury
Sheds Together group are presenting a
hand-crafted oak bench to St Michael’s
Church. Made from scratch at Ledbury
Rugby Football Club, it will complement
wooden planters previously created by
the group for the church.

The oak was donated by a local farmer.
Group co-ordinator Keith Copus said:
“We started off with large pieces of oak
which needed to be cut down to size.
We wanted to cut it while it was still
‘green’ – freshly cut – as this makes it
easier to work with but we knew that as
it seasoned its shape would change. It
was a delicate balancing act which
tested all our skills but we’re very
pleased with the end result.”

Funded by DRINKiQ and the UK Men’s
Sheds Association, the project is part of
a national campaign to install 100
“buddy benches”, encouraging
conversation and connection –
something often missing in older
people’s lives.

Caroline Savage from Age UK Wyvern
said: “We encourage lots of ways for
older people to engage with their local
communities in a meaningful way. At
Sheds Together, participants learn new
skills, or practise old ones, and produce
one-of-a-kind objects to benefit people
in Ledbury. 

Carnival and the restoration of a lectern
for the Cemetery Chapel. Members of
the group have the satisfaction of seeing
their work being put to practical use in
the community.”

The group has also made donation
shelving and a unique dolls’ house for
Age UK Wyvern’s town shop, which was
sold to raise funds.

The charity supports local older people
through free Information and Advice
sessions and a drop-in Digital Café at
Ledbury Library. Its Help at Home
service (£21 per hour) offers help with
housework, shopping and
companionship.

To find out more, call 0333 0066 299 or
visit www.ageuk.org.uk/wyvern

This lovely
bench is the
latest in a
series of
exciting
ventures,
including a
ticket booth
for Ledbury



Ledbury’s popular Repair Café will be
back in action for two more sessions
this year, on Saturday 7th November
and Saturday 5th December.

The talented team of volunteers who
run this well-established and much-
loved community service, take on all
manner of practical repairs to
household items. Now in its seventh
year of operation, Repair Café Ledbury
holds ten sessions a year on the first
Saturday morning of every month,
except in January and July, at Ledbury
Community Hall, just opposite the Halo
swimming pool and gym.

Typical items that people need help
with fixing include radios, table lamps
and vacuum cleaners, or broken
ornaments needing gluing back
together. 

There’s also a good contingent of
sewing expertise on hand, but all items 

To give everyone a fair chance to book in
an item for repair, we ask that visitors
only book in one item per household for
each session, except for tool
sharpening, where two items on one
booking are allowed. 

Visitors to Repair Café Ledbury really
enjoy the sociable atmosphere and the
opportunity to meet up with friends over
some great value home-made cake and
a cup of tea or coffee. 

Repair Café Ledbury is funded entirely
by the generous cash donations given
by those who bring in items for repair,
although they do now have a card
payment facility if required.

Bookings can be made up to one month
in advance via the Ledbury Repair Café
website, or by telephoning 07518
921300.

repaircafeledbury.org.uk

for this service
must be
washed or dry-
cleaned in
advance. The
tool sharpening
service is
always very
popular as well.



Growing, sharing and
supporting our community

Ledbury Allotment Association has
been busy throughout 2026, with our
site off Bromyard Road providing not
only a place for around 140 plot
holders to grow fruit, vegetables and
flowers, but also an important green
space for wildlife and the wider
community.

This year our members have been
making the most of the growing
season, while volunteers have
continued to look after our wildlife
areas, communal orchard and other
shared spaces. Our approach is to
encourage sustainable gardening and
to create an environment where people
and wildlife can thrive alongside each
other. The site’s hedges, trees, wild
areas and ponds provide valuable
habitat for birds, pollinating insects,
amphibians and other wildlife.

There is also a strong social side to
allotment life. During the year we have
organised a talk and activities for
members, as well as taking part in
community events in Ledbury. We
enjoyed meeting local residents at
Ledbury Community Day in June, where
we were able to share information
about the allotments and encourage

LEDBURY ALLOTMENT
ASSOCIATION

people of all ages to have a go at
growing their own food. Community Day
brings together local organisations and
gives residents the opportunity to
discover the many groups and activities
available in the town.

We are particularly keen to encourage
people who are new to growing. Our
allotments come in a range of sizes, and
experienced members are always happy
to share tips and advice. We also
encourage young people to discover
where food comes from and the
enjoyment of growing things for
themselves.

Looking ahead, in November we will be
holding a Christmas gathering and
wreath-making workshop, giving
members a chance to get together at
the end of another busy growing year.

One of the things we are proudest of is
that the Association is about much
more than individual plots. Members
regularly volunteer their time to help
maintain shared areas, support other
plot holders and improve the site for
both people and wildlife. 

If you would like to find out more about
Ledbury Allotment Association please
get in touch via our website:

www.ledburyallotmentassociation.co.uk

Everyone has to start somewhere – and
there is always something new to grow!

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ledburyallotmentassociation.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7Cd8ceaad9c867434de34908df209361a5%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639265489494195454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0HWKfY%2BfF2Jgp2RCdf3s7uyUJTEZe8I5aumh%2F0EcBNs%3D&reserved=0


STRÖMSTAD TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
This has been a busy few months for the
Ledbury Strömstad Twinning
Association.

At the end of July Ledbury Football
Club’s boys’ and girls’, under-16 teams,
travelled to Strömstad to participate in
the annual tournaments there. This was
the first time that both boys’ and girls’
teams have participated together and
was one of the largest visits organised.
The trip was arranged by Nick Fish,
accompanied by players, coaches and
parents. Members of the Ledbury
Strömstad Twinning Association
Committee travelled to support the
visit.

The group flew to Oslo in Norway and
were met by a coach which took them
to Strömstad IFK where they stayed. The
coach transfer was organised and
funded by Strömstad Kommun, which is
much appreciated by the Club.
As always, the players greatly enjoyed
their time in Strömstad and played in
matches against several local teams
including IFK Strömstad.

Throughout the visit the players were
great ambassadors for Ledbury Football
Club, the town of Ledbury and the
Twinning Association. On the Sunday
the Ledbury players hosted a BBQ and
social evening for IFK players, coaches,
spectators from Strömstad and
Twinning Association members. 

It was a pleasure to see the two teams
socialise together, enjoying each other’s
company. ‘Friendship Through Sport’,
‘Vänskap Genom Sport’ is what the
Twinning is all about.

Whilst in Strömstad, the Swifts enjoyed
exploring and swimming on Furholmen
and an evening cruise around the
islands. These events were both
organised by Anders Olsson and Anette
Anderson of Kust Event and were
enjoyed and appreciated by us all.

During the visit members of the
Twinning Association were pleased to
meet with Maria Kvärnback and
colleagues of the Strömstad Kommun
to discuss twinning developments and
the background to this successful
exchange.

The Twinning Association enjoyed
supporting Ledbury Carnival Day on
August Bank Holiday with a float in the
procession ‘Once Upon a Time Abba
Won the Eurovision Song Contest’ and a
children’s activity stand on the High
Street.



On 4 October the Swedes celebrated
‘Cinnamon Bun Day’ ‘Kanelbullens Dag’
and have been doing for many years.
This cinnamon-spiced doughy treat is
an essential part of ‘Fika’ a social
institution in Sweden, meaning to take a
break with colleagues or friends and
enjoy coffee and a sweet treat, usually a
‘Kanelbullar’.

On Friday 6 November, ‘Strömstad in
Light’ was celebrated. A magical
evening filled with creativity,
community, and experiences to lighten
up a dark November evening.

At the beginning of December,
Restaurants will begin serving the
Christmas Buffet or Julbord. Christmas
Ham, pickled herring, shrimps,
meatballs, Jansson’s Temptation etc.
are the key features with Hot Glogg
(Mulled Wine) and Pepparkaka and
beautifully crafted Gingerbread Houses
on display.

In other news, the new ‘Little Strömstad’
display area in the Market House has
attracted a great deal of interest from
visitors and children have enjoyed the
book corner which features Astrid
Lindstrom and other Swedish authors.

Links between Ledbury Primary School
and the Skee Skola have continued to
strengthen, with the pupils exchanging
information about themselves, their
interests etc. 

A new link has begun with children at
Bojarskolan. A lovely bundle of letters
arrived in September, and we look
forward to hearing more about these
exciting links. We are in the course of
displaying the letters in ‘Little
Strömstad’.

Dates for the diary:
Christmas Lights Switch On, Sunday 22
November 2.30 - 4.30 pm, St
Katherine’s Hall, Ledbury. 
The Association is planning a Swedish
Christmas display, a family quiz, food
tasting and activities exploring Swedish
Christmas traditions. Visitors can
sample Glogg and Pepparkakor and
decorate ‘wooden cookies’ for the
Christmas Tree in a ‘Scandi Style’.
‘Hands Across the Water’ Quiz –
Ledbury Organisations and Individuals
and Strömstad via on-line link. 

Saturday 20 March 2027 Ledbury
Community Hall. The event we held in
March of this year was very popular.
Details will be published for the 2027
event soon and places will be filled
quickly.

‘Bookfest’ March 2027 the Association
look forward to participating in this
celebration of reading across the world.

For more information about the Ledbury
Strömstad Twinning Association
contact the Secretary:
 jill_jupp@hotmail.co.uk 07531 311 991
or find us on Facebook.



LEDBURY LEAF
During the summer months and early
autumn, the Ledbury Churches working
together as ‘LEAF’ Locally Encouraging
All to Flourish, organised several events
for children and families from the
Ledbury Community and surrounding
areas. One took place at St Michael and
All Angels Parish Church and featured
crafts, games, barbecue and tea, the
other at Ledbury Primary School with a
greater focus on games and physical
activities. The LEAF Children’s team
were delighted with the good
attendance to both events and the
occasions were enjoyed by all. Our
events are all offered free of charge, and
their success depends not only upon
the LEAF team volunteers but also the
involvement of the wider church
communities with preparation and
delivery of crafts, cake making, serving
of barbecue and teas etc. and others
just being there to talk to families and
offer support and a warm welcome. We
are also very grateful to Ledbury Primary
School for the use of their facilities.
 

In September, a Forest Fun morning was
held at Ledbury Primary School’s Forest
School. Led by Becky Davis, Forest
School lead and supported by LEAF
volunteers, this lovely event encouraged
families to enjoy the great outdoors
through a ‘Wonder and Wander’ theme
and a range of nature-based activities. 

Children could follow their own
interests in a safe environment. The
event included drinks and a picnic and
finished with songs and a story around
the fire circle.
 

All of the events were blessed with
lovely sunny weather and a great
atmosphere of togetherness.

Over the next couple of months, the
following will be taking place, see fliers
attached:
 

Advent Party Sunday 29 November 2026
2.30 – 5.00 pm Ledbury Community
Hall
Christingle Orange Making Wednesday
23 December 11.00 am – 12.30 pm 
St Katherine’s Hall (ahead of the
Christingle Service at St Michael and All
Angels Parish Church on Christmas Eve
at 4.00 pm).
 
For more information about LEAF
Children and Families activities and
other areas of LEAF work contact Mary
Anne Keyes
maryannekeyes@leafledbury.com or
see Well-being | LEAF | Ledbury













2.30pm - 4.30pm













THE PAINTED ROOM &
THE MARKET HOUSE
The end of the 2026 season has arrived
at the 16  Century Painted Room and I
am pleased to report that we have been
very busy with visitors. On many
occasions our monthly totals have
exceeded a thousand, which is
excellent news. Often, we approach or
exceed these numbers in August and
September only. We of course welcome
visitors free of charge but do ask them if
they would like to make a donation. The
majority do so and are often very
generous. For the second year we have
been opening the Market House in the
afternoons for a couple of hours. This
has also been very successful,
particularly as the Twinning Association
has cleared the stage area and created
a new “Little Strömstad” with a
colourful and interesting display about
the town’s link with Strömstad in
Sweden. This includes a comfortable
reading corner for the children with
some books by popular Swedish
authors. 

th

This year’s Heritage Open Days in
September had a theme of ‘Everyday
Living’. This was a perfect topic for us at
the 16  Century Painted Room as our
wall paintings are a comment on the
everyday domestic life of the merchant
gentry in Elizabethan England. 

th

We were therefore pleased to invite Dr
Kathryn Davies, author of “Artisan Art”,
to come and give us a talk and slide
show about vernacular wall painting in
the Tudor period. It was very informative
and we all thoroughly enjoyed it. The
guides have subsequently adapted their
presentations to incorporate some of
the new information provided by Dr
Davies during her talk.

This year, we expanded our children’s
activities at the Market House, adding a
new bookshelf with books about the
Tudors and Stuarts, more arts and
crafts activities and additional dressing
-up costumes. We have provided a full-
length mirror for the children to see
what they look like in their costumes!
We look forward to using these new
facilities for children’s activities as part
of future events.

We also opened the Chapel at the
Cemetery on New Street and had the
county edition of the Domesday Book
available for viewing in the Market
House, as we have done for a few years
now. 

As the season draws to a close at the
end of October, we begin to make plans
for next year and hope to welcome
visitors both new and returning to the
16th Century Painted Room and the
Market House.
Elisabeth Hughes,
Tour Guide Manager.





WEDDINGS AT THE JACOBEAN ROOM,
LEDBURY
Are you planning a wedding? The
Jacobean Room at Ledbury Town
Council Offices, in the heart of the
beautiful historic market town of
Ledbury, provides the perfect setting for
a smaller, more intimate ceremony. The
room is licensed for civil weddings and
civil partnerships.
 
Dating back to the 16th century, the
Jacobean Room is full of character,
featuring traditional oak panelling and
an attractive fireplace. It can
accommodate up to 42 people (in
total), making it an ideal choice for
couples looking for a warm and intimate
setting in which to celebrate their
special day. Level access is available
for guests with mobility impairments.
 
Ledbury Town Council's dedicated
Wedding Coordinator will be delighted
to arrange an appointment for you to
view the room and discuss layouts,
decorations and all the practical
arrangements for your ceremony. On
the day itself, she will prepare the room
to your requirements and be on hand to
help ensure that everything runs
smoothly, providing a friendly and
personal service tailored to your special
day.

The Jacobean Room is situated in the
picturesque setting of cobbled Church
Lane, providing a wonderful backdrop
for memorable wedding photographs.
The attractive Walled Garden at the top
of the lane offers further opportunities
for photographs in a beautiful historic
setting.
 
Ledbury offers a range of convenient
parking options within easy walking
distance of the Jacobean Room.
Following your ceremony, you and your
guests will also be spoilt for choice,
with a variety of pubs, restaurants and
other venues nearby where you can
continue your celebrations and enjoy all
that this charming market town has to
offer.
 
Our Wedding Coordinator can also
provide details of local photographers
and florists who are familiar with the
Jacobean Room and have previously
worked with couples holding their
ceremonies at the venue. 



ORDER OF EVENTS

The Wedding Post

BOOK YOUR WEDDING
IN THE JACOBEAN ROOM TODAY!

2026JACOBEAN ROOM, CHURCH LANE, LEDBURY

THE DETAILS

Hire Charge
The total hire charge for the
Jacobean Room is £265.00

Capacity
28 seated guests, 10 standing -
a maximum of 42 (including
registrars and couple). 
Level access available.

CONTACTS
Wedding Coordinator
weddingcoordinator@ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Administrator
admin@ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk 

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING A UNION OF LOVE, LAUGHTER AND HAPPINESS

THE WEDDING OF THE YEAR
Hold your Ceremony in the Jacobean Ceremony
Room, dating back to the 16th Century,
featuring beautiful oak-panelled walls. 

Second:

First:

Third:

Last but not least...

Invite the guests!

Book your registrar

Say “I do”!

Arrange a meeting with the Wedding
Coordinator to book the room



LEDBURY PLACES
Alf Steward, a talented young musician,
will be hosting two events on Saturday
5th December 2026 at The Old
Grammar School, Church Lane,
Ledbury, HR8 1DW. 

Local craftsman and acoustic guitar
maker, Stuart Houghton, will join Alf to
give an illustrated talk and
demonstration about the craft of
making classical stringed instruments.

For further details of these two events,
please go to www.ledburyplaces.co.uk
OR https://www.facebook.com/ledburyplaces

Join us for some seasonal shopping in
the lead-up to Christmas.  For dates,
see below.



At Ledbury Primary School, we are
proud to play an active role in the life of
our town. This autumn term has begun
with a new school year and four new
Children’s Ambassadors, who have
already made an excellent start in their
roles.

The Ambassadors have met with town
councillors, shared their hobbies and
interests, and begun developing strong
connections with the wider community.
They have already taken part in judging
the carnival float entries, supported the
judges in their decisions, and proudly
joined the procession with their own
decorated float.

Throughout the autumn term, the
Ambassadors have been working
alongside the School Councillors,
listening carefully to children’s voices
and gathering ideas to share with the
community and Town Council. They
also attended the Ledbury Convoy in
September, where they were invited to
sit on the military vehicles and ask
questions about the display.

The children opened the Mop Fair and
enjoyed the rides alongside the town
councillors. 

LEDBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Later this term, they will also take great
pride in being part of the Ledbury
Remembrance Service, where they will
lay a wreath alongside the Chairman of
Ledbury, Councillor Elizabeth Harvey.

Our Children’s Ambassadors are a vital
link between the school and the wider
community, championing pupil voice
and representing the children of
Ledbury with pride. Their work helps to
strengthen the important relationship
between school, town councillors,
families and local organisations.

Through all of this, our Children’s
Ambassadors continue to show the
values of responsibility, pride and
community spirit, helping to ensure that
the voices of Ledbury’s children are
heard and valued.











7 November 2026 at 7.30pm
Lumbre Concert
Lumbre explores the richness of
South American musical
traditions through both classic
repertoire and original
compositions.

19 November 2026 at 7.30pm
An Daansa Dub concert
The fusion of the mystical
energy and instruments of
traditional Scottish music and
Gaelic song with the heavy,
meditative, driving basslines of
digital dub music.

21 November 2026 at 5.30pm
Frith & Rolfe concert
A recital ‘one piano four hands’
with a mixed programme of
music in the Great Barn at
Hellens Manor.

2 December 2026 at 10.00am
Willow Coppicing and Festive
Workshop
A day of seasonal fun when we
coppice willow from our reed
beds and use the withies to
create beautiful festive
arrangements. 

13 December at 10.00am
Christmas Craft Market
Carefully chosen stalls to inspire
your Christmas shopping.
Festive refreshments will be
available throughout the day.

HELLENS MANOR

https://hellensmanor.com/events/

https://hellensmanor.com/events/


Join Ledbury’s independent shops for
COLOUR FRIDAY on 27 November.

A celebration of originality, imagination
and community spirit, shops will open
until 8pm with workshops and events
throughout the day and evening.

Meet us, our makers and suppliers who
keep our high street colourful.

Events and workshops including
skincare, eyewear, wine tasting, colour
analysis, wreath-making, felting, collage
and more.

Look out for further event details by
following your favourites on social
media.

Thank you for shopping local!

LEDBURY TRADERS &
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATIONWould you like to help keep Ledbury's

streets, green spaces and footpaths
looking their best?

Ledbury Town Council has litter-picking
equipment available for local residents
and community groups to borrow,
including high-visibility vests, purple
litter bags and litter pickers.

Whether you're organising a community
litter pick or simply want to spend an
hour helping to tidy an area you care
about, we'd be happy to support you.

If you'd like to arrange a litter-picking
event or borrow equipment, please
contact the Town Council office on
01531 632306 or email
reception@ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk.

A little time can make a big difference to
our town.

KEEP LEDBURY
LOOKING LOVELY







As we head into the wetter and colder
months, winter weather can bring
flooding, blocked drains, fallen trees
and other hazards around our town.
Reporting problems promptly can help
the appropriate authority respond and
keep our roads, pavements and public
spaces safe.

PREPARING FOR WINTER:
HELP US REPORT LOCAL PROBLEMS

When making a report,
please provide as much information as
possible about the location. A
photograph can be helpful where it is
safe to take one, and you can also
include a What3Words location
alongside a road name, address or
nearby landmark to help identify the
exact location.

Please stay safe. Never put yourself at
risk to take a photograph or investigate
a flooded area, fallen tree or other
hazard. If there is an immediate threat
to life or someone is in danger, call 999.

Although Herefordshire Council is the
appropriate point of contact for
reporting these issues, we would also
appreciate residents letting Ledbury
Town Council know about significant
local flooding, blocked drains, fallen or
unsafe trees and other emerging
problems. This helps us to remain
aware of issues affecting our
community and to identify recurring
problems that may require further
attention.

Flooding and blocked drains
If you notice flooding on a road or
footpath, or a blocked or overflowing
drain or gully, please report it to
Herefordshire Council using its Report a
Flood service
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/repor
taflood

Fallen or unsafe trees
If you see a fallen or potentially
dangerous tree affecting a road,
pavement, public right of way or public
open space, please report it through
Herefordshire Council's Report a Road
Problem service, where appropriate.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.herefordshire.gov.uk%2Freportaflood&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7C4034c70b89e94d9668da08df206d20aa%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639265325208418015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Eipl5kwPgNoa53sUnP1X56J5MvTEHEtRBOAB83N3r0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.herefordshire.gov.uk%2Freportaflood&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7C4034c70b89e94d9668da08df206d20aa%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639265325208418015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Eipl5kwPgNoa53sUnP1X56J5MvTEHEtRBOAB83N3r0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.herefordshire.gov.uk%2Ftravel-and-transport%2Froads%2Freport-a-road-problem%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7C4034c70b89e94d9668da08df206d20aa%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639265325208440233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BcUBNOQFLJRJ3Dsfre%2BBKAN%2FBbWppPY8NRdNIDqhJV8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.herefordshire.gov.uk%2Ftravel-and-transport%2Froads%2Freport-a-road-problem%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccdo%40ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk%7C4034c70b89e94d9668da08df206d20aa%7Ce2969281437b410d8602a86077821520%7C0%7C0%7C639265325208440233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BcUBNOQFLJRJ3Dsfre%2BBKAN%2FBbWppPY8NRdNIDqhJV8%3D&reserved=0


KNOW YOUR NEAREST DEFIBRILLATOR
- IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE
Knowing where to find a defibrillator
could make a life-saving difference in
an emergency.

There are several defibrillators in
Ledbury - access times vary depending
on the location.

www.defibfinder.uk

A defibrillator that has not been
returned or made ready for use may be
unavailable when another person’s life
depends on it. Returning it promptly
could help save further lives.

What should you do in an emergency?

If someone collapses, is unresponsive
and is not breathing normally, call 999
immediately. The emergency call
handler will guide you through what to
do and explain how to access the
nearest suitable defibrillator. Follow the
device’s spoken instructions; you do not
need to be trained to use one.

Please help us keep this life-saving
equipment available. It is of paramount
importance that defibrillators are
returned to their designated boxes or
responsible organisations as soon as
possible after use, following the
emergency services’ instructions. Used
pads and other consumables must also
be replaced so the equipment is ready
for the next emergency.

You can find your nearest
registered defibrillator using
DefibFinder:
www.defibfinder.uk



If you discover a hedgehog sheltering in
your bonfire, do not light the bonfire.
Carefully remove the hedgehog using
thick gardening gloves and place it in a
high-sided cardboard box lined with a
towel or fleece. Keep it somewhere
quiet and away from the bonfire while
you seek advice.

 The British Hedgehog Preservation
Society (BHPS) can provide advice and
help you find a local hedgehog
rehabilitator. They can be contacted on
01584 890 801.

 If a hedgehog is visibly injured or in
severe distress, contact a local
veterinary practice for urgent advice.

https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/fo
und-a-hedgehog/

FOUND A HEDGEHOG? HOSTING A
COMMUNITY EVENT?
Did you know you can list your events
free of charge on Ledbury Town Council
website?

To add an event to Ledbury Town
Council’s website, visit
https://www.ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk
/en-gb/events-calendar

Scroll to the end of the page and
complete the online form.

To add your event to the Visit
Herefordshire website, go to
https://directory.visitherefordshire.co.uk
/events and complete the online form.

https://www.ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk/en-gb/events-calendar
https://www.ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk/en-gb/events-calendar
https://directory.visitherefordshire.co.uk/events
https://directory.visitherefordshire.co.uk/events


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 22 November 2026 - Ledbury Christmas Lights Switch On 
Ledbury’s Christmas Lights Switch On event is one of the town’s
most loved community events - a day packed with festive music,
markets, performances, and activities for all ages.  This year
promises another magical celebration, with something
happening on every corner of the High Street and beyond!
The market will be officially opened by the Town Crier at 12 noon.

Wednesday 18 November 2026 - Service remembering The Somme
6.30pm - A short service  at St Michael & All Angels Church to mark
the 110  anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.th

Sunday, 8 November 2026 - Act of Remembrance & Parade
Community parade in Ledbury High Street to mark
Remembrance Sunday, followed by a service at St Michael & All
Angels Church, then refreshments at the Royal British Legion.

Wednesday 11 November 2026 - Armistice Day
A day to commemorate the contribution of British and
Commonwealth military and civilian servicemen and
women in the two World Wars and later conflicts.

Sunday 6 December 2026 - Ledbury Town Carol Service
Join the warm community spirit at the Ledbury Town
Carol Service at 6.30pm on 6 December - a festive
evening of carols, celebration, and Christmas cheer for
all ages at St Michael & All Angels Church.

Sunday 13 December 2026 - Christmas Candle Lighting
Light a candle in memory of those who have left us and remember
them at this special time of year.  Come along to the cemetery
chapel, New Street, between 10am and 2pm.



.ARTS AND CRAFTS. CHRISTMAS MARKET. FACE PAINTING.
.LIVE MUSIC. SNOW MACHINE. 

.LANTERN  PARADE.  
.MAGICAL WINTER FAIRY. FOOD VENDORS. 

 

Ledbury’s 
Christmas Lights Switch-On

Sunday 22 November 2026
12 noon Official Opening

Food Vendors & Christmas Market
5:00pm Christmas Lights Switch On

www.ledburytowncouncil.gov.uk


	AGE UK
	LEDBURY TENNIS CLUB
	clubspark.lta.org.uk/ledburytennisclub

	LEDBURY ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
	Growing, sharing and
	supporting our community
	www.ledburyallotmentassociation.co.uk

	STRÖMSTAD TWINNING ASSOCIATION
	On 4 October the Swedes celebrated ‘Cinnamon Bun Day’ ‘Kanelbullens Dag’ and have been doing for many years. This cinnamon-spiced doughy treat is an essential part of ‘Fika’ a social institution in Sweden, meaning to take a break with colleagues or friends and enjoy coffee and a sweet treat, usually a ‘Kanelbullar’.
	On Friday 6 November, ‘Strömstad in Light’ was celebrated. A magical evening filled with creativity, community, and experiences to lighten up a dark November evening.
	At the beginning of December, Restaurants will begin serving the Christmas Buffet or Julbord. Christmas Ham, pickled herring, shrimps, meatballs, Jansson’s Temptation etc. are the key features with Hot Glogg (Mulled Wine) and Pepparkaka and beautifully crafted Gingerbread Houses on display.
	In other news, the new ‘Little Strömstad’ display area in the Market House has attracted a great deal of interest from visitors and children have enjoyed the book corner which features Astrid Lindstrom and other Swedish authors.
	Links between Ledbury Primary School and the Skee Skola have continued to strengthen, with the pupils exchanging information about themselves, their interests etc.
	A new link has begun with children at Bojarskolan. A lovely bundle of letters arrived in September, and we look forward to hearing more about these exciting links. We are in the course of displaying the letters in ‘Little Strömstad’.
	Dates for the diary:
	Christmas Lights Switch On, Sunday 22 November 2.30 - 4.30 pm, St Katherine’s Hall, Ledbury.
	The Association is planning a Swedish Christmas display, a family quiz, food tasting and activities exploring Swedish Christmas traditions. Visitors can sample Glogg and Pepparkakor and decorate ‘wooden cookies’ for the Christmas Tree in a ‘Scandi Style’.
	‘Hands Across the Water’ Quiz – Ledbury Organisations and Individuals and Strömstad via on-line link.
	Saturday 20 March 2027 Ledbury Community Hall. The event we held in March of this year was very popular. Details will be published for the 2027 event soon and places will be filled quickly.
	‘Bookfest’ March 2027 the Association look forward to participating in this celebration of reading across the world.
	For more information about the Ledbury Strömstad Twinning Association contact the Secretary:
	jill_jupp@hotmail.co.uk 07531 311 991 or find us on Facebook.
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