LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL

ENVIRONMENT & 21 NOVEMBER 2019 AGENDA ITEM: 5
LEISURE COMMITTEE

Report Prepared by Angie Price - Town Clerk

RECREATION GROUND

Purpose of Report

The Purpose of this report is to provide Members of the Environment & Leisure
Committee with an update on items relevant to the recreation ground.

Detailed Information

1. Shelter
i Renewal of Shelter Base

At a meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee held on 19
September 2019 the following points were agreed, the current status of
each one being highlighted in red:-

a. That the Clerk arrange a meeting between Councillors Morris and
Whattler, the Clerk and BBLP to discuss the possible installation of a
bin adjacent to the shelter and other bin related issues — A meeting
was held on 14 October 2019 where BBLP Stakeholder Manager,
Linzy Outtrim advised that they would not consider placing a bin at
this site, but that the Town Council could do so if they wished, but
that the bin must be in keeping with others in the area. The Clerk is
currently waiting for costings for the bins in order to allocate funds
within the 2020/21 budget for the purpose of providing a new bin
adjacent to the shelter.

b. That the Clerk contact the company who installed the shelter to
enquire whether they would be able to print the final designs onto
bespoke sheets to be attached to the shelter panels and report back
to the next meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee — The
Clerk contacted Rekk to ask whether they were able to provide
printed designs to be attached to the panels of the shelter. The
response received was as follows:-

“Whilst involvement in the design of the artwork is a good start, our
Customer’s tell us it’s the “hands on” application of the artwork by the
current user group that really builds ownership. In fact, with one
exception, all the shelter decoration projects we are aware of have
been “hands on” facilitated by a local artist. The exception was nearly
20-years ago for a shelter funded predominantly by a local Police
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Authority. They wanted to “brand” it and had their logo and name
transfer printed so, yes, it has been done before but not by us. To
explore this further, you would need to have a conversation with local
graphic design or printing companies. They would want to be briefed
on the intended designs, colours scheme and outdoor application so
they can advise on feasibility, materials and cost. For what it's worth
the Police “branding” didn't last very long.”

c. That the galvanised surface that has been damaged due to
vandalism be repaired with a zine galvanising paint and that graffiti
remover be purchased for the foreseeable future — waiting on delivery
of the paint

d. That the Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee be given delegated
powers, in conjunction with the Town Clerk, to agree which quote to
accept in respect of the replacement surface for the shelter — The
Clerk met with several companies on site with a view to them
providing quotes, however only two quotes were received — the Chair
of the Committee and the Clerk agreed on which quote to accept in
the sum of £3,390 plus VAT and the work will be carried out in early
2020.

Members will recall that previously it was agreed that John Maesfield High
School and Ledbury Primary School should be asked to provide designs for the
shelter. A number of designs have been received from both schools, and these
will be available at the meeting for Members consideration and to agree on the
ones to be used for the design of the shelter. Should any Member wish to see
these prior to the meeting they are available to view in the council offices.

Once a decision has been made on which designs to use the committee will
then need to decide how they wish to continue in respect of getting the designs
onto the shelter. The Clerk has been provided with contact details for two
potential illustrator/graffiti artists both of whom have expressed an interest in
quoting for the work.

Waste Bins

At the meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee held on 19 September
2019 Members discussed the condition of litter and dog bins within the town. It
was agreed that this matter would be discussed in a meeting with BBLP and
that the Clerk would approach Sustainable Ledbury and the Civic Society to ask
whether they would be interested in contributing towards new bins in the town.
Emails have been sent to both organisations, but at the time of writing the report
no response had been received.

A meeting was held between the Clerk, Councillor Whattler, the Stakeholder
Manager (Linzy Outtrim) of BBLP and the Locality Steward to discuss the bins
in the town. Linzy advised that whilst they were sympathetic to the state of the
bins in the town they did not have the money to replace all of the damaged bins
in the town. She advised that if a bin was found to be damaged/dangerous they
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would remove it but if there were other bins available in the area it was unlikely
that it would be replaced. They did advise that if the Town Council wanted to
put new bins put in their place BBLP would not have an issue with this, but they
would need to be financed by the Town Council and they would also need to
be in keeping with the bins that are currently being used by BBLP.

The Clerk has requested details of the type of bins currently being used by
BBLP and the likely cost of these bins, however to-date has not received any
information.

Councillor Whattler has previously carried out a bin survey of the town, the
findings of which are attached to this report.

When reviewing the photographs provided by Councillor Whattler it is obvious
that over the years Hereford Council have used a variety of bins around the
town, so it is difficult to identify which ones they are using at this time for the
purpose of costing. However, on investigation the cost of the various types of
bins already sited around the town vary from around £60.00 for the smaller 40
litres bins to £300 for the larger 120 litre size. Often the more you purchase the
lower the price becomes. Further details on this are included in the agenda
item “ltems to be considered for 2020/21 budget”.

Car Parking Spaces

Members may be aware of the parking spaces at the Recreation Ground, where
currently, a small amount of parking is available for a maximum of 2-hours
(relevant signage in place).

Staff have spoken to me in respect of the cost of parking in the town and that
they are finding it a struggle financially due to this and as an outcome of those
discussions | have looked into the parking at the Recreation Ground in so far
as, whilst there is a sign there advising that the parking is for 2-hours
maximum:-

o Are there cars parked there for longer than the permitted 2-hours at any
time?

o Does the parking enforcement officer attend this area and if so does he
ticket any cars that are parked there any longer than the permitted 2-
hours?

e If the parking enforcement officer does attend this area and give out
tickets who is the money paid to and do Ledbury Town Council receive
any of the money from the fines, as the land owner?

On investigation the answers appear to be that:-

o There are some cars that are parking on this site regularly, but it has not
been possible to ascertain whether they are parking there for periods of
more than 2-hours.

o The parking enforcement office has been contacted to confirm whether
their officers attend this area for the purpose of checking car parking,
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however we have had no response to confirm this. One member of staff
has been using the parking area for a few weeks and so far has not been
served with a parking ticket, so it is probably the case that the area is not
visited by the parking enforcement officer.

As stated above one member of staff has been parking in this area for the past
few weeks which has eased the burden of the parking costs in Ledbury. One
other member of staff currently parks in Bridge Street Car Park, but their 3-
monthly ticket expires shortly at which time she will park in the Recreation
Ground spaces.

Bridge Street Car Park costs £2.00 per day, but it is possible to park at a
reduced rate if you purchase a ticket directly from Hereford Council for a period
of 3, 6 or 12 months. This has helped reduce the costs of parking for staff,
however you are required to pay for this up front, which staff are not always
able to do. There are only two members of staff who would be using the car
parking on a regular basis, which would still provide ample parking spaces for
visitors to the recreation ground.

If Members were to agree to staff being able to park free of charge at the
Recreation Ground, they would be issued with a card to place in the window of
the car “Ledbury Town Council Parking Permit” and it may be something that
could be extended to Councillors when they are visiting the office for meetings
during the day. As it would appear that the Parking Enforcement Officers do
not attend this site and Ledbury Town Council are not policing it themselves
there would be no loss of income from the parking area should the committee
agree to recommend that they be permitted to park their cars there in the future.

Recommendation

1.

That Members of the Environment & Leisure Committee receive and note the
above report, endorsing the actions taken by the Clerk and Chair of the
Committee in respect of the quote for the works to the shelter base in the sum
of £3,390 plus VAT being accepted.

That Members give consideration to the designs prdvided by John Maesfield
High School and Ledbury Primary School (to be available at the meeting) and
agree on which designs should be used to decorate the shelter.

That following the above decision being made the committee instruct the Clerk
to contact the two illustrator/graffiti artists for the purpose of obtaining quotes to
transfer the designs to the shelter.

That Members make a recommendation to Full Council that staff be permitted

to utilise two of the parking spaces situated at the recreation ground for parking
when in work.
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