LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL

ENVIRONMENT & 20 FEBRUARY 2020 AGENDA ITEM: 7
LEISURE COMMITTEE

Report prepared by Angie Price — Town Clerk

Deer Park Tree Survey

Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to provide Members of the Environment & Leisure
Committee with the report commissioned in respect of trees on Deer Park, in particular
the Tree No. 29, a Beech Tree to the rear of a property on Orchard Place.

Detailed Information

At the meeting of the committee held in November 2019, it was resolved that the Clerk
would, in consultation with the chair of the committee, arrange for a tree survey on the
trees in Orchard Place. A copy of the report is attached for information is attached
and attention should be drawn to Tree 29.

The report on tree 29 has not altered since the last report, stating that whilst there is
multi-stem due to the absence of formative pruning, it is in good condition.

Members will recall that in the Clerk’s report to the November meeting of the committee
she had raised concerns that had been brought forward by a resident of Orchard
Place.

‘In September 2019 Councillor Whattler was approached by the same resident in
respect of T29, in so far as he felt the tree to be an issue due to its height and width.
The resident has provided pictures of the offending tree and states that he believes
the tree has grown considerably since last inspected and that he is very concerned
that should the tree fall it could potentially damage his property. He particularly
highlighted the issue in respect of the multi-stem element of the tree as it would appear
the area to the base of the tree is “blackening” which he believes is a sign of the tree
dying.”

Since that report and the subsequent report, the resident has been in contact with the
Clerk to advise that he had had to manage an excessive amount of leaves from the
tree in question, which had fallen into his garden, in the past months and he has also
provided pictures of the trees without their leaves, to give Members an idea of the
height of the tree without its foliage.

Whilst the report does not show any change in the condition of tree 49, the resident

feels that the height, size and leaf fall of the tree has become unreasonable and would
ask that the Council consider, as a good neighbour, taking action to reduce the height

of the tree.
lele,



Recommendation

Members are requested to give consideration to the attached report from the tree
consultant, whilst taking into consideration the concerns of the resident and agree a
way forward in respect of the tree 49.
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3. The Site.

3.1 The site inspected is dagger-shaped, and mostly mown grass. About 111m long
by 43m maximum width. The centre of the upper lawned area contains large
drainage inspection covers

3.2  The site is flat with a slight fall to the south west.

Solid geology from BGS website: Raglan Mudstone Fommation - Silistone and mudstone,
interbedded. Sedimentary bedrock formed between 423.6 and 419.2 milion years ago dwing the Siluian
period.

Superficial deposits: No supetficial deposits recorded.
Therefore we would expect subsoil to be fine-textured.

3.3 2018 Google Earth below. Mabel's Furlong path (well used) bounds the
western side. Domestic plots bound other sides.

S, 3 :
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4, Trees.

4.1  The site was well-planted when adjacent houses were built, maybe 40-50 years

ago? Below is view west to clump at southern end, copper beech T15 front
right.

42  Some trees are good, such as Norway maple T30 and beech T29 in photo
below. Horse chestnut T24 on right. 2018 photo.
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4.3 A few trees are beginning to out-grow their location, such as balsam poplar,
centre in photo below. 2018 photo.

4.4  Another tree becoming too

s s i
dominant is Leyland cypress [EENEEASE
T22, right. 2018 photo. A o :‘fx" 0 m
Note broken branches. AR LY, :

ALY
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4.5

4.7

Photo below, looking north along eastern boundary, shows random hacking
back of branches on T23 and T25, behind No 13 where a new shed has been

erected.

Remedial pruning needed to remove ugly stubs. Perhaps the

neighbour should be invited to contribute to the cost?

N

A e G s
4.6  Overall, we would recommend some thinnin

ay M

g out within the next five years, and

some new planting.

Tree schedule.

4.8

Overleaf is a schedule of trees.

Age class is described as:-

Sap:
Y:
Sm:

Em:
M:

Lm:
Om:

Vet:

Very young tree, or sapling, one-five years old.

Young tree less than fifteen years old and <1/3 fully grown.

Semi-mature tree having attained 1/3 to 2/3 full stature and 1/3 to 1/2
estimated lifespan.

Early mature: tree at 2/3 to virtually full size, and halfway through its safe life.
Mature: fully-grown tree with useful life expectancy.

Late-mature: fully grown, of declining vigour, but still healthy.

Over-mature tree: fully grown and starting to decline in health (but

may still have many years of safe life).

Veteran: usually very old; of significant historic, habitat or cultural value.

SULE: Safe useful life-expectancy in years.
Recommended work + Priority:-

Sketch plan

0.1-0.11 = months, 1 =one year, 2 = 2-3yrs.
S = Safety work - M = Management.

Tree locations are given on the SKETCH Tree Plan, attached.

205
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DRAIN COVERS.

OO

Orchard Place, HR8 2XD,
BJUFC skeich tree plan,
Sept 2018 rev Dec 2019. NTS. North;
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