ED & Pl Minutes 04.01.2018

LEDBURY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
HELD ON THURSDAY 4th JANUARY, 2018
IN THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, LEDBURY

___________________________________________________________________
PRESENT: 

Councillors: 
A Crowe (Chairman)
R Barnes

M Eager 

M Eakin

E Fieldhouse



K Francis

J Hopkins



N Morris

A Warmington 


H Wilce



IN ATTENDANCE: 
Mrs K Mitchell - Clerk to the Council 




Cllr N Shields

16 Members of the public
P.1- 01.18
APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from A Bradford, A Manns, J Simpson and 
J Roberts.
P.2 - 01.18
INTERESTS


None declared at this point in the meeting.

P.3 - 01.18
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Five local residents spoke of their objections to planning application 174495. 

Summary of points raised:
Loss of independent shops through pressure from high street chains to come in to the town due to rise in population.
Proposed roundabout and road widening necessitating removal of native hedgerows; impact on wildlife

Dymock Rd too narrow to cope with increased volume of traffic. Danger to pedestrians.

Cumulative impact of housing developments and impact on traffic and infrastructure i.e. doctors; schools; parking; water.
Loss of open space and impact on character of the landscape.
Need for Neighbourhood Development Plan to be completed as soon as possible.

Distance from the town centre will encourage people to drive into town; traffic chaos; impact on parking; increased pollution.

Scale of development is unwanted and unnecessary. Where is the justification? Serious impact on community cohesion with social consequences. Where will people work?
P.4 - 01.18
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting held on 14th December 2017, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

P.5 - 01.18
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Members commented on the following Planning Applications prior to determination by Herefordshire Council:- 

	1.
	174495
	Erection of up to 435 dwellings with public open space, landscaping and sustainable drainage system (SuDS) with all matters reserved at Dymock Road, Ledbury 

Outline Planning Application

	
	
	Following a lengthy discussion, it was 

RESOLVED: Not to support the application on the following grounds:

Inadequate traffic management; Unsatisfactory access and egress onto Dymock Road: restricted width; increased traffic; traffic speeds; pedestrian safety.
Effect of additional traffic on Parkway

Pressure on local infrastructure: parking; schools; doctors surgeries; independent shops; additional traffic in town.

Impact on existing water and sewerage supply. 

Loss of native hedgerows on Dymock Road and loss of wildlife habitat.
Loss of amenity to Hazel Farm and local residents.
Development is outside the proposed settlement boundary of the emerging NDP and exceeds Core strategy housing numbers.
Under provision of sports facilities.
Loss of opportunity for future provision of sporting/leisure facilities and school on identified land. 

	2.
	174488
	Proposed internal alternations, replacement of 5no windows, re-roof rear facing roof slope, repair and replacement of timber work and render on gable elevation at 235 The Homend, Ledbury HR8 1BS

Listed Building Consent

	
	
	RESOLVED: To support the application.

	3.
	174514
	Proposed erection of single storey extensions at 3 Audley Croft, Ledbury HR8 1BD.

                                                                   Full Householder

	
	
	RESOLVED: To support the application.


P.6 - 01.18
APPEAL
Members considered commenting on the following appeal which had been made to the Secretary of State against the decision by Herefordshire Council for Refusal of Planning Permission. The appeal will be determined on the basis of written representations and a site visit by an Inspector. 

All representations must be received by 12 January 2018. 

	Application Reference & Site Address: 
	172417 - Parkway House, Parkway, Ledbury, HR8 2JG 

	Description of development: 
	Proposed erection of two dwellings 

	Appeal reference: 
	APP/W1850/W/17/3186850 

	Appeal start date: 
Website: 
	8 December 2017 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk 


RESOLVED: 
That the appeal be supported.

P.7 - 01.18
PLANNING APPLICATION DECISIONS
Members were circulated with an updated summary of determinations made by Herefordshire Council on planning applications previously considered by Ledbury Town Council. 

RESOLVED: 
That the summary be noted.  
Cllr Francis left the chamber at this point
P.8 - 01.18
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
1.
A417, A449 and B4216, Ledbury - Proposed Speed Limit (Revision)
Members received a response from ADL Traffic & Highways Engineering Ltd, copies having been previously circulated, outlining the reasons for not supporting the Town Council’s request to extend the 40mp speed limit up to the Gloucester Rd roundabout (refer P.140 - 11.17)  due to potential drawbacks including: loss of impact of having 40 mph terminal signs in the vicinity of the proposed new Martins Way roundabout and crossing point; lack of respect for a 40 mph limit to / from the Gloucester Road roundabout  leading to a low level of compliance and possible  increase in overtaking, tailgating, inattention, etc.

Following discussion, 

it was RESOLVED:
That the Town Council be recommended to reiterate its earlier comments due to the bend in the road and that signs are put up further back. 
Suggested wording for signs was agreed “You are approaching a 40mph area”. Members felt that the developer should be responsible for any costs.
2.
Consideration of matters raised at the meeting held on 9th November (Refer P.143 - 11.17)

i) speeding issues in New Street, Lower Rd/Albert Rd 

ii) parking issues in Bank Crescent.
It was RESOLVED: to consider any issues at the next Traffic Management Working Party meeting

Cllr K Francis re-joined the meeting at 20.39.

3.
Members considered a request from a local resident to install a ‘No through road’ sign at the junction of Market Street/Bye Street. 

The Clerk was asked to investigate the ownership of the road and to obtain costings for a sign for consideration at the next meeting.
P.9 - 01.18
CYCLE STORAGE
Members considered Ledbury Area Cycle Forum’s request for Ledbury Town Council to adopt a policy recommending that all new-build residential properties provide level-access storage for cycles and mobility scooter parking, including power points for recharging.
Cllr Fieldhouse suggested that the idea might be considered for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan Design Guide and offered to seek advice from 
Herefordshire Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Team Leader, Sam Banks.
P.10 - 01.18
TOWN PLAN
Members received a report from the Town Plan Working Group meeting held on Tuesday 21st November, 2017, copies having been circulated, and to consider the following action points.


1. Economic Development projects (Refer item 2b)
Cllr Barnes reported that an initial meeting of the Town Promotion Group (comprising representatives from town organisations) had been held in April 2017 with the aim to take forward all aspects of town promotion. No further meetings had been held since that time. 

RESOLVED: That the groups be contacted to gauge any interest in having another meeting.
2. Traffic Management – Public Realm Report (Refer item 2f)
RESOLVED: That the Clerk make enquiries as to the availability of the Public Realm Report. 
3. Visitor Brochure (Refer Item 2g)
i. 
Members considered distribution of the remaining 15,000 copies of the 2016 edition of the ‘Welcome to Ledbury – Past, Present, Perfect’ destination brochures. Cllr Morris explained that the brochures had originally been distributed through Eastnor Castle’s distribution network, however an alternative means of distribution was required for the remaining brochures. To this end he had obtained a quotation for the distribution to hotels, B & B’s, restaurants etc. over an 80 mile radius. Following a long discussion, it was 
RESOLVED: 
That the Town Council be recommended to accept the quotation from Glide Media Distribution in the sum of £1,000.
Cllr Warmington left the meeting at 21.04

ii. 
Cllr Morris recommended that a sum of £6,000 would be required in the 2018/2019 budget for reprinting and distribution for a further 40,000 copies of the ‘Welcome to Ledbury – Past, Present, Perfect’ brochures. Members discussed the merits of a re-print in view of some of the original stakeholders discontinued involvement and the work being done by Joined up Heritage and the Traders Association to produce a new arrivals brochure.

Following discussion it was agreed that three quotes be obtained for budgeting purposes and that the matter of a re-print be referred to the Town Promotion Working Group for further consideration.
P.11 - 01.18
BUDGET 2018/19
Members further considered the draft budget required by the Economic Development & Planning Committee for 2018/19.


	Cost centre 

& Nominal Code
	Budget line
	2017/18
	2018/19

	107/4703
	Promotional Material
	1,000
	2,000

	301/4274
	Delete SID budget line and incorporate with Traffic Management
	150
	

	301/4546
	Traffic Management 
	2,000
	4,000


In light of earlier discussion P.10 - 01.18,3 it was agreed to re-allocate £4,000 of the Tourism/Allotments/Centenary reserve to Promotional Material.
P.12 - 01.18
CONSULTATIONS
Great Western Rail Franchise Public Consultation.

Members considered commenting on proposals for improving train services on the great western rail network from April 2020. Closing date: 21 February 2018.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/great-western-rail-franchise
RESOLVED: 
That the public be invited to a meeting to gather community thoughts and that these be feed back to the Economic development & Planning Committee.

That the Full Council be requested delegate authority to the Economic development & Planning Committee to respond.

P.13 - 01.18
CORRESPONDENCE – FOR INFORMATION
The Clerk advised of correspondence received.

· Copy of a letter from the Vice Chairman of the Royal British Legion Ledbury Branch to Balfour Beatty Living Places requesting improved ‘No Entry’ signage in Church Street.
Costs for signs to be obtained and brought back to the committee.
P.14 - 01.18
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

The date of the next, scheduled meeting of the Economic Development & Planning Committee is Thursday, 8th February 2018.

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to raise items for inclusion on future agendas. 

Charter Market 
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